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The election process will proceed as follows:

We will begin the elections by accepting nominations and voting for the positions of President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, Corresponding, Secretary, and three Board 
of Director members.

We will proceed in this order so that if a person is not elected to a higher office, they can then 
run for a lower office position. The nominating committee will list their nominees for each 
position first and then we will open the floor for additional nominations for each position. A 
person can also choose to volunteer to run for a particular position. 

Nominations do not require a second nomination. A nominee needs to accept the nomination 
in order to be placed on the ballot. 

f there are two or more candidates for a position, voting will be by written ballots to be 
counted by a committee of three members.

Voting by proxy must be conducted according to the bi-laws. A member must submit a signed, 
original, written letter naming and designating another member to vote for that member. No 
other format will be accepted for proxy voting. No e-mails will be accepted for proxy voting.

The five club officers elected, the three Board of Directors elected, and the last past 
president, make up the nine members of the Meroke Board of Directors.

After the officers are elected, we will ask for volunteers 
for each of the club committees and for the clubs 
various activities, if the president-elect so chooses. As 
an alternative, the President-elect may choose to 
appoint members to these positions at a later time.

Newly elected club officers and board of director 
members will begin their term of office at the first meeting 
in January 2013.

SMOKE SIGNALS
 ELECTION ISSUE

TIME TO This comes to you from Tony Pollio, three time 
President of the Meroke RC Club. These are the 
rules for the club elections as per the club bi-laws
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ABANDONED & LITTLE KNOWN AIRFIELDS-NEW YORK - PART 2
Hazelhurst Aviation Field #1 / Curtiss Field / Roosevelt Field, Garden City, NY

40.74 North / 73.6 West (East of Manhattan, NY)

An undated business card for the "Roosevelt 
Aviation School" (courtesy of Andrew 

McCalla).

According to Peter Maefield's 1972 Wings Club of NYC speech (courtesy of Dave Kanzeg),
“Roosevelt Field had shrunk from the original 2-field complex of 700 acres in 1918
to a single field of some 240 acres by the start of the Second World War. During World War 
2 Roosevelt Field was a pilot & ground training center and also a Modification Center for 
American aircraft being supplied to the Royal Air Force.
That was its swan song.”

An undated photo of the hangars which may have been at the west end of 
Roosevelt Field, from a pamphlet describing the "Roosevelt Aviation 
School" (courtesy of Bob Levittan), which apparently trained aircraft 
mechanics for service during WWII.

A WW2-era view of Roosevelt Field, looking 
east. National Archives photo.

An undated (circa 1940s?) aerial view of Roosevelt Field, 
looking southwest, from an airport directory (courtesy of Ed 
Drury). Note the track of the Roosevelt Raceway in the 
lower left.
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Being located near the major aircraft 
manufacturing facilities of Grumman, 
Chance Vought, and Eastern Aircraft,
Roosevelt Field was commissioned as a 
Naval Air Facility in 1943. Its mission was to 
serve as a modification & delivery center for 
newly manufactured aircraft, primarily those 
purchased by the British.
     In 2 & a half years, Roosevelt delivered 
6,662 aircraft!
     At its height during WW2, the airfield 
consisted of a total of 3 asphalt runways 
(the largest was 3,000' long), parking 
ramps, 6 large hangars along the northeast 
ramp, and numerous smaller hangars & 
other buildings.

An undated (circa 1940s?) airport layout of Roosevelt 
Field, from an airport directory (courtesy of Ed Drury).

A September 1944 advertisement for the Roosevelt Aviation School (courtesy of Richard Finley).
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An undated (circa 1940s?) colorized photo of twin-engine planes on the Mitchel Field ramp.

The 1944 US Army/Navy Directory of Airfields (courtesy of Ken Mercer)described "NAF, Roosevelt" 
as having a 3,000' hard-surfaced runway, and indicated that both Army & Navy operations were 
conducted at the field.

     The 1945 AAF Airfield Directory (courtesy of Scott Murdock) described Roosevelt Field as a 248 acre 
irregularly-shaped property within which were 3 asphalt runways, with the longest being the 2,900' northeast/
southwest strip. The field was said to have a total of 8 hangars, with the largest being five 140' x 120' concrete 
structures. Roosevelt Field was described as being privately owned, but operated by the Navy & private 
interests.
     After WW2, Roosevelt Field was surrounded by increasingly dense development. The Roosevelt 
Raceway was built on the east side of the airfield.
     Note the 1940s plan of Roosevelt Field above depicts a hangar on the raceway property (at the 
northeast corner of the plan).
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Roosevelt Field, as depicted on the 1:24,000 1947 USGS topo 
map.

An undated aerial view looking northeast at 
Roosevelt Field from a 1948 brochure (courtesy of 

Rudolph Tomasik).

Rudolph Tomasik in the front seat of the Roosevelt 
Aviation School's T-6, “Whistlin Dixie”, from a 1948 

brochure (courtesy of Rudolph Tomasik).

Maintenance being performed on the Roosevelt Aviation 
School's T-6, from a 1948 brochure (courtesy of Rudolph 

Rudolph Tomasik of the Roosevelt Aviation School in front of a 
Republic SeaBee, from a 1948 brochure (courtesy of Rudolph 

Tomasik).
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According to Peter Maefield's 1972 Wings Club of NYC 
speech (courtesy of Dave Kanzeg),
“Finally, in August 1950 the field was sold to the real estate 
developers, Webb & Knapp.
Flying ended on 5/31/51 on the original site of Mineola 2 
Aviation Ground of 27 years previously.
It was a sad end to an historic spot - sad not least, I 
suspect, to Grover Loening & to his colleagues of the 
former Aviation Corporation - AVCO - who had been major 
stockholders in Roosevelt Field Inc. & had backed it 
solidly.”
      Bill Reidy recalled, “I did quite a bit of flying over Long 
Island in the 1950s.
Although Roosevelt Field was closed you could still see 
the outline of the runways.

I always thought of Lindbergh heading for Paris!”
     Robert Weiss recalled that "at least one of the Roosevelt Field hangers was a teen nightclub in 
the mid 1960s - 'Murray the K's World' - a popular NY disc jockey lending his name (and $?) to the 
place. I remember going to see Mitch Ryder & the Detroit Wheels there in 1966 or so."
     By the time of a 1966 aerial photo, the site of the former airfield had been redeveloped as the 
Roosevelt Field Mall,with not a trace of the historic airfield remaining.
     According to Peter Maefield's 1972 Wings Club of NYC speech (courtesy of Dave Kanzeg),
“Roosevelt Unit 1 (East) is now Roosevelt Field Industrial Complex & Horse Race Track.
Roosevelt Unit 2 is now Roosevelt Field Shopping Center.
     The two are separated by the Meadowbrook State Parkway,
more-or-less on the site of the original ramp between the 2 fields.”

Roosevelt Field, as depicted on the 1950 NY 
Sectional Chart (courtesy of Mike Keefe).

The site of Roosevelt Field is located southeast of the intersection of Old Country Road & 
Clinton Road, less than one mile north of the site of Mitchel AFB.

Roosevelt Field, as depicted on the 1950 NY Sectional 
Chart (courtesy of Mike Keefe).

Roosevelt Field, as depicted on the 1950 NY Sectional 
Chart (courtesy of Mike Keefe).

http://members.tripod.com/airfields_freeman/NY/Airfields_NY_LongIsC.htm#Mitchel
http://members.tripod.com/airfields_freeman/NY/Airfields_NY_LongIsC.htm#Mitchel
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The flying season is coming to an end for some of 
us and for some it continues.  This is the time 
most of us start thinking about our next winter 
project.  You might possibly start thinking about 
that ARF/ARC or repairing a model that got abuse 
this past flying season, or just something more 
demanding like building a model from a kit.
 What ever is your choice the building group is 
there to offer any assistance that you might need 
on building or repairing your model. 
 The group meets Saturday mornings from 
November until mid April. We help each other’s on 
ideas, working techniques, and technical 
information. With enough information you can continue your building project at home and of course 
you have the option of meeting the group every Saturday or when ever the next step is needed to 
continue.

What model should you start with?

Should you start with an ARF, Kit, Repair, or something already acquired but your unsure of the model, 
is it lacking something?

 1 - ARF/ARC (almost ready to fly/ almost ready to cover) – what does it take to complete this model.

 2 - Repairing a damage model, how and where do you start.

 3 - Trouble shooting a model 

4 - How to fit new balsa without gaps

5 The big one –Building from a kit.

 I received a lot of -HOW TO- type of question through out the year. Questions on building, servo set 
up, engines, covering, computer radio set up, wings surfaces, reading and understanding technical 
terms on manufactures manuals. Battery chargers, type of batteries, charging batteries. And of course 
flying. 

The list goes on and on.

This group-building program is for those modelers who haven’t yet mastered building and repairing. 
 I will also ask those Meroke Members with years of experience to help out, just give a little help with 
information and ideas this will help the group build safe and reliable model airplanes. 

  I plan to meet most of the Saturdays but when I’m unavailable the group will need those members 
with experience to fill in. Please volunteer to help out your fellow members.  

BUILDING GROUP - by Nelson Ramos
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SPLINED SERVO ARMS
by Nelson Ramos

Not all modelers know why a four and a six servo arm spline are supplied and its’ usefulness. 
Next time look carefully at the arm and you’ll notice numbers on each arm. Next question is 
why the numbers on each arm? 
 On a four-servo horn each arm number will start on a different degree. Number one 
arm is straight up, call this point 0 degree, number 2 arm will travel 3.6 degree from the 0 
point, number 3 arm travels 7.2 degree, number 4 arm travels 10.8 and if you continue to 
move the number one arm further it will travels to 14.4 degree from the zero point.
 
These are the travel degrees for a six-spline horn.

• ARM 1 – 0 degree
• ARM 2 - 2.4 degree      (C W)
• ARM 3 - 4.8 degree     (either direction)
• ARM 4 - 7.2 degree     (CW)
• ARM 5 - 4.8 degree     (CCW)
• ARM 6 - 2.4 degree     (CCW)

Why is this information useful? 
 The above information lets you set up the wing servo at a right angle (90 degree) to 
the aileron. Sometimes the servos can’t be installed at a right angle to the wing or the servos 
inside the fuselage aren’t parallel to the elevator, rudder, throttle, and flaps.  Knowing the 
degrees will make setting up the linkage from servo to the travel surface easier.

   
  After the mechanical adjustment is completed and you still need a little more degree 
on the servo spline, then this is the time when you turn to the sub-trim on the computer 
transmitter and make increment adjustments. 

 VERY IMPORTANT - Before you start first turn on the transmitter and move the trim 
lever to neutral or central, making sure the servo is center.
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HAPPY
  THANKSGIVING

TOP GUN 2012
 FINAL RESULTS

CONTESTANT           SCORE
1.  Patrick Boll       23 pts
2.  Jack Tramuta            42 pts
3.   Nelson Ramos       48 pts
4.  Allen Berg              51 pts
5   Rich Boll             57 pts
6   Gene Kolakowski         72 pts
7  Curtis Underdue        113  pts
8  James Taverese         118 pts

November 1, 2012
MEETING CANCELLED

Due to HURRICANE 
“SANDY”

November 15, 2012

CLUB ELECTIONS

November 17, 2011
Meroke Building Program  

Saturdays at the First 
Presbyterian Church of 

Levittown
474 Wantagh Avenue, 

Levittown

Calendar

BIRTHDAYS
Nov 2   Lou Pinto

Nov 5   George Althaus

Nov 7   Herb Henery

Nov 7   Ken Mandel

Nov 25  Bob Wohlgemuth

60.0
0


