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Trivia
With the flying coming into full swing, it is
extremely important to follow the rules and

Ed Kaers
Charlie Meyer
Bob Reynolds
Bill Streb

remember that safety is our first concern. You
should know who our Safety Officer is - do
you? See page 8 and remember his face.
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President’s News
Allen Berg

It’s time for the monthly Fun-Flys to start. This year we are
going to hold both the One-Fly and the regular Fun-Fly
together on the same day. This will allow us to cook for the
contestants once a month instead of twice, saving the club
some money.
The purpose of these Fun-Flys is for the clubs members to
come out, have fun and also improve their flying skills while
participating in the club’s flying events. I urge all members
to come out and join the fun. I know in the past there has
been a number of complaints about the way the Fun-Flys
were run, but I believe those concerns have been addressed
and we will have “fun” again.
Since both events will be held at the same time, it allows the
members to participate in both. I believe this will benefit
both of these programs. Last year I flew in the One-Fly
event and I must tell you - Mark did a great job and
everybody had a lot of fun.
I have a lot of confidence in Gene and think he will put the
fun back into the Fun Fly. One thing we did is to drop the
name “Top Gun Competition”, since this name has been
associated with the old Fun-Flys and makes it sound like too
serious of an event. Prizes will be awarded at the end of the
day, instead of at the end of the year. Contestants will also
see their results and current standings as the events are
flown and of course they will be in the following month’s
“Smoke Signals”.
I am trying to prepare a new airplane for these Fun-Fly’s and
hope to be able to participate with many other club members.
I hope all members will give Gene a chance to put the “FUN”
back into the Fun-Flys.

Congratulation to Bob
Reynolds who was just
appointed a new Assistant
Chief Field Controller

From the Editor
Russell Rhine
We are entering the beginning of a very exciting time of
the year – with the flying season is coming into full swing.
The weather is starting to participate, except for the
unusual wind conditions – at least it keeps the bugs away.
Be careful on windy days as the wind as been changing
directions very rapidly.
The Builder’s Club recently completed their winter
session and 7 young modelers received certificates of
successful completion. Last weekend they were able to
take their planes for first flights at Cedar Creek (see
separate article in this newsletter).
Ahead of us we have our monthly Fun-Flys, Open Fun-Fly
and Scale Fly-In and of course, our picnic in September.
What a great way to spend the next 6 or more months.
With a whole season of flying ahead of us, it’s extremely
important to follow the rules of the field and to always
make safety our number one concern. We need to
strongly keep our planes flying within the boundaries and
make all efforts to not have them “wander” over the
Parkway. It would only take “ONE” incident for us to lose
our flying field. We have been having a lot of “tourists”
visiting the field – make sure that you let them know that
they should park downwind of the impound and they stay
behind the fence, and do it tactfully.
This is the second edition of Smoke Signals that is being
emailed to those members who elected this option of
receiving our monthly newsletter. With this edition, 46
members will receive Smoke Signals in full color. We are
rapidly approaching 50% of our membership and this will
result in significant savings in the cost of printing and
mailing Smoke Signals.
Over the past few months I have received many
contributions to the newsletter in the form of articles,
hints, and photos. It certainly makes it easier to put out
an issue each month when members make this effort –
keep the contributions coming.

New Member:
Rick Porqueddu
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Spring is Here
“Hope the winds die down”

Static Competition
I am pleased with the increased participation in both
show-casing and scoring models. Although the built-up
portion of our program hasn't kept up with past years,
all other manner of models has increased.

Mark

Tom Cott taking his pulse after a scary training flight

Static scores through the meeting of April 6th

We’re off to All American Burger - Curtis & Phil
After obtaining your permit from the Bethpage
State Park Department, you must make a copy of your
permit and see Tom Scotto to obtain either a novice or
a pilot’s card. You must also make a copy of your
permit from Nassau County. You will not be allowed
to fly at Bethpage without a novice or a pilot’s card.
Contact Tom Scotto for any questions.

Haven’t Paid Your Dues?
Contact Jerry Koenig
Annual Dues - $60 (due by end of March)
Mailing Address: Jerry Koenig - Treasurer
3990 Wellwood Road, Seaford, NY 11783

Built-up

Stand-off Scale

Judges’ Scores
(5 to 50)
43.83
39.54
37.40
34.50
34.75

Jack DeFranza
Mark Klein
Jerry Koenig
Mark Klein
Mark Klein

F9F Panther
Cub
Eindecker
P-51B
Spitfire

Built-up

Sport

Judges’ Scores
(5 to 50)

Pilot’s Choice
Jack DeFranza
Mark Klein
Jerry Koenig
Mark Klein
Mark Klein
Brian
Jerry Koenig

Built-up
F9F Panther
Cub
Eindecker
P-51B
Spitfire
P-38
Tiger 60

Score (1 to 5)
4.87
4.53
4.40
4.20
4.09
3.80
3.75

Pilot’s Choice
Len Schroeder
Tony Pollio

ARF
Corsair
Chipmunk

Score (1 to 5)
4.92
4.28

None

Let’s keep Jerry sane
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Novice Notes
Submitted by
Nelson Ramos
Last Sunday I was at the field, it was a windy day and I
did some flying and landing with no mishaps. One of our
fellow Merokes was also flying his trainer and needed a
little coaching on landing on windy days. `He did takeoffs and landings three times - with a little more
practice, he’ll master the landing. Remember on those
windy days, keep the throttle up when landing. After
landing we walked back to the pit area and he just
happened to mention, that he had to replace the battery
on his trainer because it only lasted three flights. I
asked a couple of questions - did you cycle the battery,
do you keep a log, and are your servos binding )do they
have a buzzing sound?). The answers were no, no and yes
for the buzzing noise. I mentioned how I maintain my
batteries.
This is my procedure on battery maintenance. First, I
have a battery section in my basement equipped with a
Hobbico Cycler, Ace six-port charger, and log sheets.
This is what I told my fellow Meroke friend - when the
flying season is over, I will cycle the battery and keep a
log for comparison - this way I can check the history of
the battery. It just so happen that this past December
three of my models did need to have the batteries
replaced.
When I purchase a new battery, it will be cycled three
times and after the third time, I will log it with the
following information for future reference. Get a book
and make several columns, the first column will have the
date, next column model, next rated size (mah) and
voltage, next read the cycler - this is the mah rating of
the battery and log the minutes also. A new battery
stated at 600 mah after cycling three times might read
540 mah at 120 minutes and this is your reference and all
future comparisons will be at 540 mah @ 120 minutes.
Don’t expect the cycler to read 600 mah. This all
depends on the calibration of the cycler - some batteries
might read just slightly more than the manufacturer’s
rating. The last column will state comments and I will
write OK or re-cycle and what happened this winter REPLACE. I try to cycle my batteries every three
months,( all models and transmitter ).
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Back to the 540 mah battery - when this battery-rating
falls to 520 mah I will keep an eye on it and when it drops
below 500 mah it’s time to replace it.
Now lets get back to my fellow Meroke friend and that
buzzing servo noise. This indicates servo binding and the
results will be a battery being drained quicker resulting
in fewer flights. After checking we saw that that the
elevator servo was binding. My Meroke friend had a good
flying day that Sunday - first some practice landings on a
windy day with the model intact and a huge lesson on
battery maintenance.

A Few Aviation Funnies
From
Ernie “The Jokester” Schack
Tower:

"Delta 351, you have traffic at 10 o'clock, 6 miles!"

Delta 351: "Give us another hint! We have digital watches!"
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
"TWA 2341, for noise abatement turn right 45 Degrees."
"Centre, we are at 35,000 feet. How much noise can we make up
here?"
"Sir, have you ever heard the noise a 747 makes when it hits a
737?"
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
One day the pilot of a Cherokee 180 was told by the tower to
hold short of the active runway while a DC-8 landed. The DC-8
landed, rolled out, turned around, and taxied back past the
Cherokee.
Some quick-witted comedian in the DC-8 crew got on the radio
and said, "What a cute little plane. Did you make it all by
yourself?"
The Cherokee pilot, not about to let the insult go by, came back
with a real zinger: "I made it out of DC-8 parts. Another landing
like yours and I'll have enough parts for another one."
Please don’t throw old fuel cans at me at the
field – Ernie submitted them
To receive the latest edition of Smoke Signals directly to your
Email account monthly, send a message to
Merokenews@optonline.net and include your name, and email
address. You will receive the newsletter in full color and you can print it
out in either color or black & white. You can also call in your request to
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Product Review
RCstyx
Do you suffer from “thumb rash” from the sticks on your
transmitter after only a few flights. What is “thumb
rash” you ask? See the photo here and you’ll understand.
It’s that small indentation
caused by constant
pressure on the small end
of the transmitter sticks.
Want to alleviate the
problem? Well a company
called RCstyx has
something just for us RC
flyers. Ironically it’s
called RCstyx and is available on the Web at – you
guessed it – RCstyx.com.
They are the ergonomically designed perfect transmitter
knobs and are available for all popular brands of radio
systems. They are
also available in
3mm and 4mm
sizes and are
priced at an
unbelievable $20 a
pair – no sales tax
and free shipping.
Easy installation –
just unscrew
original gimbel tip (if you didn’t know its name before, you
certainly know it now) and screw on your brand new
RCstyx.

Memorial Day Air Show
May 27th & 28th
You can expect an exciting
time during the Memorial
Day weekend by attending
the third Annual Air Show
being held at Jones Beach
on Saturday and Sunday.
Starting at 10 AM each
day and concluding at 3
PM, it will be a full
schedule of flying at its
best. Of course the
highlight of the show will
be the US Navy Blue
Angels flying their supersonic F-18 Super Hornets.
Included in the Blue Angels is a LI native – Major Stefan
Mueller of Port
Washington who flies “Fat
Albert” which is the
support aircraft for the
team.
Back this year is Sean Tucker of Team Oracle. I saw him
fly 2 years ago and he is definitely one of the finest
stunt pilots in the world in his specially built bi-plane.

Raves for the product come from Ross R (have no idea
who this is but he was quoted on the web site) – “I am
new to flying, but I used these knobs the second time I
ever went up and it is so easier to control than those
pointy things that came with my transmitter. I am never
switching back to nails again”.
Do away with “thumb rash” – buy a pair, maybe two.

2006 Cedar Creek Aerodrome Permits
2006 Aerodrome permits are now on sale. They are on
sale Tuesday through Saturday (11AM to 4PM) at the
Administration Office of Cedar Creek. You must show
your 2006 AMA card, your driver’s license and a valid
Nassau County Leisure Pass. The permit cost is $20.
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Amongst the other participants are the Air Force A-10
Thunderbolt, F-15C and T-6A demonstration teams.
Representing the US Army are their elite Golden Knights
parachuting team. And there are a number of civilian
flight performances scheduled for the day.
Last year over 316,000 people attended the Air Show,
more than 50,000 over the past year. All of this and for
only an $8 parking fee.
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One Fly - Sunday .... May 21st
Our first One Fly will be May 21 at 10:00 in
conjunction with the regular Fun Fly. Both contests
will be run concurrently so that everyone can
participate AND the One Fly will conclude by noon.
A guideline for weather is a minimum of 50 degrees
and no rain. We will need volunteers to help things
along, so please plan on attending even if you do not
wish to fly. But why shouldn’t you fly??!!
The One Fly will feature us flying the club’s trainers
in four low-pressure, but entertaining events to be
announced on the day of the One Fly. Both planes
will be equipped with buddy boxes and all events will
take place with planes already in the air. Timed
events will not include landings. Yellow card?- No
Problemo! All novices will receive handicaps so as to
level the field - so to speak. As the planes are

similar, luck may be the only determining factor for
the prizes. And what prizes they are! I did a bit of
shopping and was able to procure valuable modeling
items at reasonable costs, including a “mystery”
prize. Anyone wishing to donate new, un-needed
items from your shop may see me and receive a
write-off. The prizes will be organized in bags
labeled 1st through 4th place and the recipients will
reach in to claim their winnings.
Food and refreshments will be available - if you have
a specific request, please see me. I will have on
hand diet and caffeine/sugar free soda. Hope to
see you there.

Fast Charging - W ill it harm my packs?
First, let's define "fast charge". The industry standard is
any charge rate that will charge the cells in 1 hour or
less.
This fast charge capability thing is very interesting.
Almost all ni-cds manufactured today for R/C systems
can accept fast charge (up to C rate, that's the rate at
which you can charge the cells in approximately one hour).
Cells that are specifically sold as fast chargeable go
through another step in the process. This step involves
charging a sample from the production lot and then
measuring the end of charge voltage. Cells with the
highest end of charge voltage are then analyzed for
internal pressure. If the internal pressure is acceptable,
that is not above a preset limit, the whole production lot
is "blessed" as being fast chargeable. O f course this adds
a finite amount of cost to the cell as they must be
"formed" prior to being ship in order to be fast
chargeable.
Cells not destined for fast charge applications are
shipped "unformed" by some manufacturers. Forming the
cell is the process of the first charge after it is
assembled. N othing more nothing less. W hen you charge
your R/C system packs for the first time you are
"forming" them. This is why you see the instructions
telling you to charge the packs for 16 to 24 hours before
you first use the system. S ome manufacturers ship all
their cells in the formed condition as part of their
manufacturing process.
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S o in most instances you are safe fast charging the R/C
packs (transmitter or receiver) on the market if you first
make sure they get a good first cycle formation charge 24 hours at the slow rate. W here the problems arise is
that some of the fast charge systems available are a
little sloppy when it comes to terminating the fast
charge, or they are pushing the cells too hard (higher
than the C rate charge) and then damage occurs. As a
rule of thumb if you packs are not getting hot (slightly
warm is O K), you are not damaging them in the fast
charge process. W hen pushing too much current into cells
not designed to accept it there is the risk of driving the
cells above 1.6 volts (the hydrogen over voltage point) and
electrolyzing the water in the electrolyte and generating
hydrogen. This is a cumulative event and repeated fast
charge at these rates will result in sufficient
accumulation of hydrogen to cause the cells to vent.
W hen they do vent there is a chance that the chemical
balance will be disturbed and the cell capacity will fade.
Understand that the pack may not be fully charged when
the fast charge terminates. It is a good practice, if you
are going to fast charge frequently, to top off the packs
using the slow charger. This will bring all cells to the
same state of charge and "balance" the pack. O therwise
the cell that is not fully charged will be the limiting cell
on the next discharge. This continues until there is a
major unbalance in the pack and one cell can be driven
into reverse (if you don't crash first).
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Model Builder’s Club
Congratulations to the following modellers
who participated in this year’s Builder’s Club
and received certificates:
Joseph Ceislewisc *
Chris Severance *
Nicholas Lovisolo *
Nelson Hernandez Jr.
Jonathan Hernandez
Daniel Price
Kevin Keever
* Meroke Junior members

First Flights - April 29, 2006

Items for sale: Meroke hats $11.00 Meroke patches $4.00 Meroke license plate frames 3:00 each
For Meroke clothing, go to www.sewbusy.com

Jerry Koenig (516-796-0481) has the
following items to sell:

Kyosho fully equipped
Caliber 30 Heli - $800

Japanese Zero ARF, .46 Evolution,
Futaba servos, hi-band - $200

30 size helicopter - $50
2-axis autopilot - $75

Great Planes G2 Simulator - $100

Traxxas Tmax all-aluminum, 2-speed,
synthesized radio, bag & ground
equipment - $1000

Hangar 9, 120 lite 82’”ARF, with all
linkage and gear - $150

all

Futaba

Gunter Doell - Field Safety Officer
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Meroke Members - May 2006
Abruzzo, Tom
Acovino, Fiore
Anzaldi, Frank
Battaglia, Peter
Bell, David
Berg, Allen
Berg, Ron
Betts, Rob
Blum, Stan
Boll, Patrick*
Boll, Richard
Cagan, Alan
Carley, George
Chiroux, Ray
Cieslewicz, Joe*
Ciraldo, James
Closs, George
Colquhoun, Robert**
Comerford, Matthew
Cott, Thomas
Crescenzo, Massimo
Cruz-Ortiz, Angel
Czeto, Joseph
DeFranza, Jack
DeSena, John
Di Bartolomeo, Bob
Di Prima, Joe
Doell, Gunter
Dormeus, Emile
Dougherty, Bill
Eberhardt, Rudolph**
Elbers, Mike
Folz, Charles
Frey, Richard
Frie, Douglas
Friedensohn, Philip
Gallo, Arnold
Garavelli, Gene
Gatto, Greg
Giattini, Peter*
Giraldo, Jose
Giroffi, Nick
Gramegna, Daniel
Greenberg, Martin
Grimaldi, Tony
Hammer, Alvan
Heaney, Richard
Henken, Robert
Heinz, Peter
Henery, Herb

516-796-2078
516-432-1730
516-775-4956
516-771-0047
516-633-0034
516-781-3911
516-313-2866
631-225-6744
516-623-5839
516-596-1613
516-596-1613
516-378-0393
516-798-6709
516-352-8125
516-781-6236
516-796-7799
631-209-2022
516-735-0255
516-698-1354
516-433-1441
718-296-2096
718-358-6581
516-938-6268
516-741-7581
516-759-2555
516-433-5608
516-292-0247
516-804-3144
516-328-2988
516-931-0091
516-681-4564
516-379-3185
631-587-7471
516-593-1444
516-481-4089
718-896-1339
516-627-4618
516-796-5540
516-371-1204
516-326-1793
516-783-4057
516-681-7036
516-795-4837
516-678-2935
516-872-0683
516-731-0755
516-931-0620
516-433-3444
631-477-0320
631-665-6274

Owner
Big Apple Hobbies
171-67 46th Avenue
Flushing, NY 12345
718-460-5671
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Hubner, William
Jackson, Albert
Kaers, Ed
Klein, Alvin
Klein, Mark
Koenig, Gerald*
Koenig, Jerry
Kolakowski, Gene
Korderas, Chris
Korderas, John*
Kreutel, Irving**
Lando, Charles
Lang Sr., Tom
Lang, Frank
Leibman, Jerry
Lima, John**
Lobozza, Mike
Loffredo, Steven*
Longo, Joe
Lovisolo, Michael*
Lovisolo, Nicholas*
Mandel, Ken
Maran, Bob
Marden, Jared*
Marden, Rod
Markel, Andy
McCann Jr., James
McClay, Bob
McGrath, Frank
McManus, Thomas
Melnik, Rich
Messina, Roland
Meyer, Charles
Miceli, Philip
Miranda, Elias
Monti, John
Montoya, Daniel
Mosbacher, Marty
Moses, Richard
Mueller, Kurt
Murphy, Linda
Murphy, Timothy
Nonnemacher, Ralph**
Nurhan, Said
Nurhan, Steven*
O’Grady, Terry
Oneta, Tom
Ortiz, Henry**
Pawlak, John
Pedalino, Tony

516-798-0077
516-564-0321
516-797-5894
631-893-0935
516-326-0855
516-579-7643
516-796-0481
516-599-3875
516-756-0908
516-756-0908
516-799-7422
516-826-4054
718-225-5537
718-225-5537
516-334-1153
516-872-6698
516-735-3348
516-561-3198
516-781-7144
516-520-1631
516-520-1631
516-935-3536
516-579-7268
516-223-7971
516-223-7971
516-623-4480
516-796-0460
516-390-5361
631-368-8646
516-644-5798
718-343-7257
516-735-8193
516-593-4006
516-798-8291
516-454-7917
516-777-7025
631-969-5679
516-799-0888
516-378-1804
516-799-0635
631-369-8891
516-837-8473
516-352-1782
516-546-6666
516-546-6666
516-678-4766
516-0741-1374
516-354-1496
718-565-7130
718-894-3363

Perry, Keith
Peters, Robert**
Pinto, Louis
Pollio, Tony
Porqueddu, Rick
Ramos, Nelson
Restivo, Charlie
Reynolds, Bob
Rhine, Russell
Richichi, Sal
Rifkin, Andrew
Rosenberg, Stuart
Rosenthal, Larry
Rothman, Stan**
Rubinson, Al
Savarese, Frank**
Savarese, Pat**
Sberlati, Richard
Schack, Ernie**
Schroeder, James*
Schroeder, Len
Schulaski, John
Schulkind, Harold
Scotto, Tom
Seddio, Sal**
Severance, Chris*
Severance, John
Sito, Patrick
Smith, Ed
Smith, Robin
Solen, Deniz
Stone, Jack**
Stamile, Ray
Streb, Bill
Townsend, John**
Tramuta, Jack
Underdue, Curtis
Weiner, Sandy
Weiner, Al
Wohlgemuth, Bob
Yudelson, Matt
Zafonte, John
Zarem, Bernard**

516-551-9514
631-691-3986
516-785-6890
516-794-9637
516-796-3842
516-483-3453
631-271-3226
516-775-4377
516-484-0368
516-798-6036
516-766-7109
631-424-2999
516-333-7309
516-826-6723
516-798-6991
718-726-7794
516-735-3277
516-792-9884
516-481-1814
516-596-9747
516-599-0235
516-680-3952
718-225-1388
516-731-3257
516-747-8122
516-735-2458
516-735-2458
516-437-5648
516-466-5420
516-433-3060
516-799-4397
516-791-7380
516-887-8766
516-378-4872
516-785-1965
516-524-5164?
917-213-4459
516-623-6896
516-868-5674
516-546-6717
516-783-4949
516-561-3087
516-735-9329

* Junior Members
** Lifetime Members
Regular Members
Total Members

12
15
116
143

The Meroke RC Club supports these local hobby shops
Long Island Raceway & Hobby
909 Conklin Street
Farmingdale, NY 12345
631-845-7223

Willis Hobbies
123 Willis Avenue
Mineola, NY 12345
516-742-5599

Unique Hobbies
Merrick Road
Baldwin, NY 11510
516-223-3027
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Coming Next Month

Part 2 of Nelson Ramos and
the building of his Super
Chipmunk or “How I spent the
last 3 months - sanding”.

The Smoke Signals is published monthly by the Merokes Radio Control Club located in Long Island, New York. For information E-mail
merokenews@optonline.net. Views expressed in Smoke Signals are those of the writers. They do not necessarily represent the views of the club,
its members, or officers.

Smoke Signals welcomes all letters and comments. Permission is granted to reproduce anything printed in Smoke

Signals as long as the source and author are credited.

Smoke Signals
c/o Meroke RC Club
217 Forest Street
Roslyn Heights, New York 11577

Pay a visit to our website - http://www.meroke.com

