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Identify the plane (see Page 6)
Page 2

President’s News
Allen Berg

On Friday July 28, six members of our club were
anxiously awaiting the arrival of a bright yellow school
bus of campers from a Hebrew Summer Day Camp. Little
did we know that they would get lost and enter Wantagh
Park instead of Cedar Creek. Mark communicated with
the director by cell phone and they finally arrived at our
field about ½ hour late.
This Introductory Pilot’s
Program is done as a community service on the part of
the Meroke R/C Club; in order to, maintain our continued
status in the Gold Club leader program. There were
about 36 participants, boys and girls, ranging in the
approximate ages of twelve to fourteen. Many of the
students were thrilled to participate, and I believe we
did a great service to promote our hobby.
I would like to personally thank Charlie Lando, Mark Klein,
Bob Reynolds and Doug Frie for their pilot instruction, as
well as Al Cagan, Ron Berg and Russ Rhine for their
support in answering questions asked by the counselors
and campers. I sincerely want to thank these members
for their effort in making this event a great success. .
The next item of business was the field clean-up this
past Sunday.
The Merokes and Nassau Flyers got
together at the field to clean up. I would like to thank all
the members who helped out. We must continue to keep
our field clean, and I would also like to thank Bob McClay
for supplying the buckets for ashtrays at the impound
areas.
This coming Sunday is the Scale Fly-In and I hope
everyone is ready. I would like to see all the members
out there wearing their Meroke shirts and participating
in this event. The only requirement for your plane is to
have a picture of the real plane. The plane can be an ARF
or built up and it can be scale or stand-off scale. Once
again we will have Al Cagan supplying the great lunch as
he did at recent past events. The raffle for this event is
a Tiger II ready to go with engine, radio and even a
flight box. I look forward to seeing all you guys at the
field.
Respectfully,
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From the Editor
Russell Rhine

With the flying season in full swing, we need to insure
that the rules that govern our flying at Cedar Creek are
followed religiously. Most of the rules are intended to
provide a safe venue to pursue our hobby. We are all
aware of the potential dangers if a plane goes out of
control or is flown in an unsafe manner or flies into a nofly zone at the field. Other rules are to insure that we
respect those who drive, or play in close proximity to our
field – like limiting your flight pattern to the designated
flight area. Especially important is to keep away from
the area of the Wantagh Parkway. I can only imagine
what would happen if a plane went out of control and hit a
vehicle on the Parkway.
And if anything like this
occurred, then we can only assume that the Cedar Creek
Aerodrome would be history.
Other rules may sound
might be just that. But
are rules and no matter
they need to be adhered

needless or ridiculous and they
the important thing is that they
what you may think about them,
to.

Above all, we need to instill a high level of courtesy and
respect at the field. There are a lot of unwritten rules
that we learn at the field and it makes our flying
experience that much better.
Without naming names, something happened at the field
this past weekend that shows a complete lack of courtesy
to a fellow flyer. One of our Meroke members lost an
airplane in the thick growth across from runway one. It
was found by three non-members the next day when they
went into the growth to search for another plane. The
following day, one of the non-members asked if I knew
whose plane it was.
Luckily the plane was totally
undamaged but it was lacking the engine, as well as the
heavy hub. The person who handed the plane over to me
truly believed that taking the engine was a “finder’s fee”.
The plane’s owner is dealing with the situation, but this is
certainly not the way for a fellow flyer to act. At least
he isn’t a member of the Merokes.
Respect the rules, respect your fellow fliers and enjoy
what remains of the flying season.
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Static Results

Letters to the Editor
Fellow Merokes,
On July 30th at 9:00, we held our annual cleanup
event. This event was coordinated in June and
relayed to all members at the July meetings and
in the Meroke July newsletter. It takes time
to coordinate, touch base with members in
other clubs, visit the Cedar Creek office and
pickup field equipment. I am disappointed at
the turnout for this event.
For the handful of Merokes who showed they
care for their field by spending 2 hours
cleaning, raking and piling up debris; I would like
to thank you very much for making it
successful. For the other 115 Merokes who did
not attend, enjoy a cleaner field to fly at.

Holiday Party
Holiday Dinner Party
Saturday - December 9th at 7:00 PM
Jones Beach Hotel - Wantagh
Includes hot and cold appetizers, choice of 3
entrees with unlimited beer, wine & liquor and
dessert & coffee
Same band as last year. See Dave Bell if you want
to start paying in installments before October.
More information and cost to follow.
Check out the new Meroke WebSite
@ www.meroke.com. Thanks to
Tom McManus for a great job.
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Mark
Static scores through the meeting of July 6, 2006
Built-up

Stand-off Scale

Judges’ Scores
(5 to 50)
44.50
43.83
39.54
37.40
34.50
34.75

Len Schroeder
Jack DeFranza
Mark Klein
Jerry Koenig
Mark Klein
Mark Klein

P-51D
F9F Panther
Cub
Eindecker
P-51B
Spitfire

Built-up

Sport

Judges’ Scores
(5 to 50)

Pilot’s Choice
Jack DeFranza
Ernie Schack
Stan Blum
Mark Klein
Jerry Koenig
Len Schroeder
Mark Klein
Mark Klein
Brian
Jerry Koenig

Built-up
F9F Panther
Bucker
F-18
Cub
Eindecker
P-51D
P-51B
Spitfire
P-38
Tiger 60

Score (1 to 5)
4.87
4.64
4.58
4.53
4.40
4.40
4.20
4.09
3.80
3.75

Pilot’s Choice
Bob Reynolds
Len Schroeder
Tony Pollio
Charlie Meyer
Ron & Allen Berg
Charlie Lando
Bob McClay
Charles Meyer
Jerry Koenig

ARF
Yak
Corsair
Chipmunk
Heli
Dazzler
Mariner 40
F4F Wildcat
Radio Shack Heli
Tiger 60 ARF

Score (1 to 5)
4.47
4.35
4.28
4.28
4.20
4.03
3.69
3.35
2.75

None
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Around Cedar Creek
On Sunday – July 30th, around 10 members (see Lou
Pinto in photo) of the club
ventured out into the morning
heat and proceeded to clean-up
our field. It didn’t take a long
time to blow the debris off the
runways, rake and pick-up the
cigarette butts. This is a task
that should be undertaken a few
times during the flying season,
but we would certainly need
more volunteers to accomplish
this. There is not a lot we can do about the shells and
such left by our resident fowl, but we can certainly keep
the areas around the impounds and the flight benches
clean.
Please keep reading future editions of the
newsletter for the next scheduled clean-up day.
On Friday – July 28th,
around
40
teenage
members of the Gan Israel
Summer Camp of Roslyn
showed up at Cedar Creek
for a taste of radio
control flying with their
director Yaakov Reiter.
The campers were of the counselor-in-training group
(ages from 12 to 16). It was strange to see a yellow
school bus drive down our “road” onto the field and
deposit the campers all pumped up to get their
introductory flights (using airplanes built by the kids in
our winter
building
program)
from
our
group
of
flight
instructors
shown
here.
Hopefully
the campers enjoyed their experience at Cedar Creek
and some of the campers might even decide to pursue the
hobby.

Novice Notes
Some hints and tips for beginners
1. Roll test steering in a driveway or basement. If it
doesn’t roll straight at home, it won’t rolls straight
on a runway. Set control to the least sensitive
position.
2. Put MonoKote (or other) small marks at the center
of gravity on the wing to indicate balance location. It
makes it easier to check at the field.
3. Balancing laterally (side to side) will help aircraft
track better in maneuvers. Hold at the spinner and
tail. Add wingtip weight as necessary.
4. Check receiver battery every two or three flights.
Make a chart of how long you have flown versus
voltage drop. Do not operate below 4.9 volts.
5. Range check your system before the first flight
each time out. This should be performed with the
engine running at both idle and full throttle.
6. When using the buddy box system, make sure
both boxes are set identically. Never turn the buddy
box power “on.”
7. Remove transmitter neck straps when starting
engines.
8. If you don’t have a starter, at least use a “chicken
stick.” Do not hit against the propeller; start your flip
with the stick next to (touching) it.
9. Never jam a running starter onto the spinner.
Back up the propeller and place the starter cone
against the spinner before turning it on.
10. When you start your engine, look at your watch
and keep track of time. After your flight, check the
fuel level to judge maximum available flight time.
11. Do not reach over the propeller to adjust the
needle valve. Do it from the rear. Do not position
yourself or others to the side of a rotating blade. It
could fail on run-up or kick up debris.
Thanks to Michael & Stefan
Strasser for allowing their

Thanks to the club members who helped. It’s community
involvement like this that continues to make the Merokes
one of the premiere AMA Gold Leader clubs.
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Chicken Wings Cartoon to be
published in Smoke Signals
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Douglas A-20 Havoc Light Bomber
OK, now you are saying, why the A-20 Havoc this month?
It’s because one of our members – Lenny Schroeder – has
elected to build a model of one from plans, but there is a
more interesting story behind this project. Lenny met
and made instant friends with David Payton who was a
bombardier on an A-20 havoc during the war in Europe.
Dave has had these plans for many, many years and Lenny
has decided to take on the project. Lenny provided the
following which is a little background on his new friend.
Dave Payton was the bombardier on an A-20 Havoc. He
was attached to the 9th Air Group from the 669th Bomb
Squadron with the
416th Bomb Group.
The 416th were the
first to fly A-20s in
the European Theater
of Operation (ETO)
and they flew out of
Wethersfield Air Field
in
Wethersfield,
England. The 416th is
also known for being
the first A-20 group
to receive the Distinguished Unit Citation for Mission
#116-6 - August 1944 - in which the Oissel Bridge, over
the Seine River, was destroyed.
It was the last
remaining bridge over the Seine used to transport
German forces trapped in the Falaise Gap. Germans had
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no way to make their retreat from the envelope they
were caught in. Four Nazi Panzer Divisions were ready to
cross the Bridge before it’s destruction.
Lenny says, “Dave is a GREAT MAN and has become a
great friend. He is financing the whole project and is
just excited to see the plane complete. We are both
hoping it will fly just as boldly as it did in WWII. He is
now living in Manhattan and comes out to Long Island to
visit his daughter Ellen.”

Included in this article is a photo of the project to date
and the patch of Dave’s Squadron. The estimated first
flight is scheduled for next Spring with the hope that
Dave will be there to see it. Monthly updates for this
project will appear up to and after the maiden flight.
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One Fly

The Dreaded Dead Stick

Once again we had a large 19 flyer turnout despite the
inclement weather. This session featured a new and
challenging event “Loop and Go Around” involving a loop
and a full 360 degree turn back into the wind as one
complete segment. The winner would be the flyer who
completed as many loops and go-arounds in as close to 20
seconds without exceeding the time limit. The 20 second
rule eliminated many flyers as some tried to stretch
another segment into the limit. First place was taken by
Charlie Folz (2 segments, 19.00 sec.), Herb Henery,
second place (2 segments, 18.56 sec.- like the Olympics
44/100 second difference), Doug Frie 3rd and Rick took
4th place.

Some of us think that if you prepare well enough, a deadstick landing will never happen. But even the best
preparation in the world can still allow for this event to
happen. All it takes is for your engine to stop just once
during flight. To make the best of this sudden event, you
should be well-prepared.

Our second event was the old stand-by, “3 Loops”.
Contestants had to complete 3 loops in as close to 30
seconds as possible. Sounds easy, but with the LA
powered trainers, a large loop is a difficult maneuver just ask the fliers who DQed! First place with 26.4
seconds was Bill Streb, next was Gunter Doell followed by
Charlie Restivo and in fourth place was our esteemed
President, Allen Berg.
The third event was “Loop with a Roll in 30 Sec.” won by
yellow card Gregory (Mike’s grandson) followed by
Gunter, Charlie Restivo and Bob Maran. The one extra
loop handicap really paid off for Greg as his 4+1 loops
nudged out Gunter’s great showing of 4 loops with a roll
at the top in 29.07 seconds.
The next One Fun date will be announced at the Aug 1
meeting. Thanks to Al for the great lunch including three
varieties of franks. Thanks also to all our helpers. Keep
practicing counting to 30 and maybe you will place in the
next event!

Fun Fly
No results from the two (2) already held Fun Flys have
been reported to Smoke Signals. Next Fun Fly to be held
on Sunday – August 20th at 9:00 AM.

2006 Cedar Creek Aerodrome Permits
2006 Aerodrome permits are now on sale. They are on
sale Tuesday through Saturday (11AM to 4PM) at the
Administration Office of Cedar Creek. You must show
your 2006 AMA card, your driver’s license and a valid
Nassau County Leisure Pass. The permit cost is $20.
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1. Practice for a sudden loss of power. When looking for
something to do during your next flight, why not try a
few dead-stick landings. Just cut the power back to idle
and try to make the runway. Even better, have a helper
call dead-stick and then cut to idle. This will introduce a
sense of urgency to the drill. Your helper may even get
some kicks out of trying to see if he can force you not to
make the runway without adding power.
2. At the first sign of a loss of power, head toward
yourself. This gives you the maximum amount of altitude
and the minimum distance to make the runway or landing
area.
3. Keep your altitude when your airplane is distant. Don’t
fly low and far away. If you are distant, you will need
altitude to trade for speed in order to make the runway.
4. Use a timer. If you prudently set a timer to time out
when you have used no more than 75% of your tank, you
will be able to more easily determine when your gas
supply will run out. Electric fliers have a leg up here
because they automatically receive a warning when the
batteries begin to loose power.
5. Watch your speed and altitude. Without power (deadstick), the only way to gain flying speed is to dive. If the
airplane stalls, it may lose all of its altitude at once.
6. Pay attention to ground speed. You can cover more
ground going downwind than up. When dead-stick and
turning into the wind, you will lose a lot of ground speed,
so make your final turn short, or if you can’t make the
turn, land downwind.
7. Set up your tank clunk. Make sure the fuel pickup clunk
is not touching the back of your fuel tank. Set it up so
that the fuel pickup is free to move from the bottom to
the top.
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Items for sale: Meroke hats $11.00 Meroke patches $4.00 Meroke license plate frames 3:00 each
For Meroke clothing, go to www.sewbusy.com

Jerry Koenig (516-796-0481) has the
following items to sell:

Kyosho fully equipped
Caliber 30 Heli - $800

Japanese Zero ARF, .46 Evolution,
Futaba servos, hi-band - $200

30 size helicopter - $50
2-axis autopilot - $75

Goldberg Ultimate 10-300 fiberglass
cowl - $125

Great Planes G2 Simulator - $100

Traxxas Tmax all-aluminum, 2-speed,
synthesized radio, bag & ground
equipment - $1000

Saito FA91S four-stroke, new in box
$200

Hangar 9, 120 lite 82’”ARF, with all
linkage and gear - $150

Smoke Signals / August 2006

all

Futaba

Charlie Folz (631-587-7471) has the
following items to sell:

Sig Fazer, new in box, $50
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Meroke Members - August 2006
Abruzzo, Tom
Acovino, Fiore
Anzaldi, Frank
Battaglia, Peter
Bell, David
Berg, Allen
Berg, Ron
Betts, Rob
Blum, Stan
Boll, Patrick*
Boll, Richard
Cagan, Alan
Carley, George
Cieslewicz, Joe*
Closs, George
Colquhoun, Robert**
Comerford, Matthew
Cott, Thomas
Crescenzo, Massimo
Cruz-Ortiz, Angel
Czeto, Joseph
DeFranza, Jack
DeSena, John
Di Bartolomeo, Bob
Doell, Gunter
Dormeus, Emile
Dougherty, Bill
Elbers, Mike
Folz, Charles
Frey, Richard
Frie, Douglas
Friedensohn, Philip
Garavelli, Gene
Gatto, Greg
Giattini, Peter*
Giraldo, Jose
Giroffi, Nick
Gramegna, Daniel
Greenberg, Martin
Grimaldi, Tony
Hammer, Alvan
Heaney, Richard
Henken, Robert
Heinz, Peter
Henery, Herb

516-796-2078
516-432-1730
516-775-4956
516-771-0047
516-633-0034
516-781-3911
516-313-2866
631-225-6744
516-623-5839
516-596-1613
516-596-1613
516-378-0393
516-798-6709
516-781-6236
631-209-2022
516-735-0255
516-698-1354
516-433-1441
718-296-2096
718-358-6581
516-938-6268
516-741-7581
516-759-2555
516-433-5608
516-804-3144
516-328-2988
516-931-0091
516-379-3185
631-587-7471
516-593-1444
516-481-4089
718-896-1339
516-796-5540
516-371-1204
516-326-1793
516-783-4057
516-681-7036
516-795-4837
516-678-2935
516-872-0683
516-731-0755
516-931-0620
516-433-3444
631-477-0320
631-665-6274

Owner
Big Apple Hobbies
171-67 46th Avenue
Flushing, NY 12345
718-460-5671
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Hubner, William
Klein, Mark
Koenig, Gerald*
Koenig, Jerry
Kolakowski, Gene
Korderas, Chris
Korderas, John*
Kreutel, Irving**
Lando, Charles
Lang Sr., Tom
Lang, Frank
Leibman, Jerry
Lima, John**
Lobozza, Mike
Loffredo, Steven*
Longo, Joe
Lovisolo, Michael*
Lovisolo, Nicholas*
Mandel, Ken
Maran, Bob
Markel, Andy
McClay, Bob
McGrath, Frank
McManus, Thomas
Melnik, Rich
Messina, Roland
Meyer, Charles
Miceli, Philip
Miranda, Elias
Monti, John
Montoya, Daniel
Moses, Richard
Mueller, Kurt
Murphy, Linda
Murphy, Timothy
Nonnemacher, Ralph**
Nurhan, Said
Nurhan, Steven*
O’Grady, Terry
Oneta, Tom
Ortiz, Henry**
Pawlak, John
Pedalino, Tony
Perry, Keith
Peters, Robert**

516-798-0077
516-326-0855
516-579-7643
516-796-0481
516-599-3875
516-756-0908
516-756-0908
516-799-7422
516-826-4054
718-225-5537
718-225-5537
516-334-1153
516-872-6698
516-735-3348
516-561-3198
516-781-7144
516-520-1631
516-520-1631
516-935-3536
516-579-7268
516-623-4480
516-390-5361
631-368-8646
516-644-5798
718-343-7257
516-735-8193
516-593-4006
516-798-8291
516-454-7917
516-777-7025
631-969-5679
516-378-1804
516-799-0635
631-369-8891
516-837-8473
516-352-1782
516-546-6666
516-546-6666
516-678-4766
516-0741-1374
516-354-1496
718-565-7130
718-894-3363
516-551-9514
631-691-3986

Pinto, Louis
Pollio, Tony
Porqueddu, Rick
Ramos, Nelson
Restivo, Charlie
Reynolds, Bob
Rhine, Russell
Richichi, Sal
Rifkin, Andrew
Rosenberg, Stuart
Rosenthal, Larry
Rothman, Stan**
Rubinson, Al
Savarese, Frank**
Savarese, Pat**
Schack, Ernie**
Schroeder, James*
Schroeder, Len
Schulaski, John
Schulkind, Harold
Scotto, Tom
Seddio, Sal**
Severance, Chris*
Severance, John
Sito, Patrick
Smith, Ed
Smith, Robin
Stone, Jack**
Stamile, Ray
Streb, Bill
Townsend, John**
Tramuta, Jack
Underdue, Curtis
Weiner, Al
Wohlgemuth, Bob
Zafonte, John
Zarem, Bernard**

516-785-6890
516-794-9637
516-796-3842
516-483-3453
631-271-3226
516-775-4377
516-484-0368
516-798-6036
516-766-7109
631-424-2999
516-333-7309
516-826-6723
516-798-6991
718-726-7794
516-735-3277
516-481-1814
516-596-9747
516-599-0235
516-680-3952
718-225-1388
516-731-3257
516-747-8122
516-735-2458
516-735-2458
516-437-5648
516-466-5420
516-433-3060
516-791-7380
516-887-8766
516-378-4872
516-785-1965
516-524-5164?
917-213-4459
516-868-5674
516-546-6717
516-561-3087
516-735-9329

* Junior Members
** Lifetime Members
Regular Members
Total Members

11
14
102
127

The Meroke RC Club supports these local hobby shops
Long Island Raceway & Hobby
909 Conklin Street
Farmingdale, NY 12345
631-845-7223

Willis Hobbies
123 Willis Avenue
Mineola, NY 12345
516-742-5599

Unique Hobbies
36 Sunrise Highway
Baldwin, NY 11510
516-223-3027
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Our Field Safety Officer Gunter Doell and his Bi-Plane
The Smoke Signals is published monthly by the Merokes Radio Control Club located in Long Island, New York. For information E-mail
merokenews@optonline.net. Views expressed in Smoke Signals are those of the writers. They do not necessarily represent the views of the club,
its members, or officers.

Smoke Signals welcomes all letters and comments. Permission is granted to reproduce anything printed in Smoke

Signals as long as the source and author are credited.

Smoke Signals
c/o Meroke RC Club
217 Forest Street
Roslyn Heights, New York 11577

Pay a visit to our website - http://www.meroke.com

