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Club Meeting 8 PM
Bring your planes to
Static
Club Meeting 8 PM
Fun Flys
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Bring your planes to
Static and the last
night to pay for the
Holiday Party
Club Meeting 8 PM
Elections Tonight
Holiday Party
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Al Hammer
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Douglas Frie*
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Tony Pollio*
Sal Seddio

Al Weiner

Dan Gramenga
Ken Mandel
Bill Streb

What airplane is this? See page 7 for answer.
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President’s News
Allen Berg

Allen has been extremely busy this past month with
getting married and buying a new home. So, he’s been
given a break from composing his monthly column.
Instead, following is a primer on wing configurations
(especially for novices).
The most popular trainers are of high wing design. The
high wing gives the most stability for flying. Since the
major portion of the airplane's weight is below the wing,
high wing airplanes have excellent self correcting
characteristics.
There are three types of wings used for trainers, the
flat bottom wing (as is used on Hobbico Flightstar 40,
Great Planes PT-40, and Midwest Aerostar), the semisymmetrical wing (as is used on the Hobbico Avistar), and
the fully symmetrical wing (used on the Great Planes
Trainer 40). The wing configuration has a great deal to
do with ease of flying, wind penetration, and aerobatic
capabilities.
Generally speaking, planes with flat bottom wings are
easiest to fly. With even a small amount of dihedral (the
amount of angle in the middle of the wing), they tend to
be very self-correcting. However, on windy days,
difficulty of flying increases due to the fact that they
do not penetrate the wind very well. You will also notice a
great deal of ballooning (the tendency for a plane to gain
altitude when speed is increased) with flat bottom wings.
Also, planes with flat bottom wings tend to have limited
aerobatic capabilities.
Planes with semi-symmetrical wings, while they sacrifice
some in the way of self correcting characteristics,
remain amazingly stable. With them you gain in wind
penetration characteristics, reduce the tendency for
ballooning, and increase your potential for aerobatics
once you have learned the basics of flight. (This is my
wing style of choice for trainers).
High wing planes with fully symmetrical wings tend to be
much more aerobatic. As long as you limit the movement
of control surfaces, they can also make excellent
trainers. The Great Planes Trainer 40, for example,
makes a great trainer. And in the hands of an
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experienced pilot, can perform almost every maneuver in
the book!
The
also has a great deal to do with the plane's
stability and self-correcting characteristics. Generally
speaking, the more the dihedral, the more tendency the
plane will have to self-correct. However, the windier the
day, excess dihedral will keep the plane from penetrating
the wind nicely. It is difficult to fly planes with excess
dihedral directly into the wind. The plane will have the
constant tendency to turn in the direction the wind is
blowing (with the wind).

Congratulations to
Allen and Valerie
on their Wedding

From the Editor
Russell Rhine
Strange happenings – that’s what we have been
experiencing lately at the field. Is it just a coincidence
that a number of airplanes have experienced major
mechanical problems in a short period of time or
something more sinister? Or has the Bermuda Triangle
relocated to Wantagh? Maybe it’s just some sort of
radio interference or is the treatment plant actually the
East Coast’s Area 51? Look to the right of Runway 1 and
in the growth there is an area that eats and devours
airplanes. My Kaos was taken over by some unnatural
phenomena and it took control of my plane leaving me
helpless. I will assemble a team of the best minds in the
Merokes and we will investigate until we find the cause or
we are sucked in too.

New Members:
Lyndon Patterson
Nicholas Guiffre
New Field Controller:
Philip Friedensohn

Page 3

Static Results

Ask Dr. Phil

Static scores through the meeting of September 7, 2006

Dear Dr. Phil,
Gee, every time I store my plane after a day at the field,
fuel starts dripping out of my muffler and carburetor.
The mess on the floor makes the Mrs. an unhappy camper.
Any fast hints on how to contain this mess?
Anonymous
Dear Anonymous,
One way to contain the problem is to do the following.
First, if you can, when the tank is empty, disconnect your
fuel and vent lines from the engine and muffler. Plug
them together with a small piece of plastic rod. This
isolates the tank. Next, put disposable ear plugs into the
muffler exhaust and carburetor opening.
They are
pliable and can fit most openings.
Finally, use a
disposable dust or painting mask and strap it around the
engine. You’d be surprised how this catches those drips.
Back at the field you can reconnect all the lines and
remove the plugs and enjoy another fun-filled flying day.
Dr. Phil

Holiday Dinner Party
Saturday - December 9th at 7:00 PM
Jones Beach Hotel - Wantagh
Includes hot and cold appetizers, choice of 3 entrees

Built-up

Stand-off Scale

Judges’ Scores
(5 to 50)
46.75
44.50
43.83
39.54
37.40
34.50
34.75

Nelson Ramos
Len Schroeder
Jack DeFranza
Mark Klein
Jerry Koenig
Mark Klein
Mark Klein

Super Chipmunk
P-51D
F9F Panther
Cub
Eindecker
P-51B
Spitfire

Built-up

Sport

Ernie Schack

SD-36

Judges’ Scores
(1 to 5)
4.75

Pilot’s Choice
Nelson Ramos
Jack DeFranza
Ernie Schack
Stan Blum
Ernie Schack
Mark Klein
Jerry Koenig
Len Schroeder

Built-up
Super Chipmunk
F9F Panther
Bucker
F-18
SD-36
Cub
Eindecker
P-51D

Score (1 to 5)
5.00
4.87
4.64
4.58
4.54
4.53
4.40
4.40

Mark Klein
Mark Klein
Brian
Jerry Koenig

P-51B
Spitfire
P-38
Tiger 60

4.20
4.09
3.80
3.75

Pilot’s Choice
Bob Reynolds
Len Schroeder
Tony Pollio
Charlie Meyer
Ron & Allen Berg
Charlie Lando
Bob McClay
Charles Meyer
Jerry Koenig

ARF
Yak
Corsair
Chipmunk
Heli
Dazzler
Mariner 40
F4F Wildcat
Radio Shack Heli
Tiger 60 ARF

Score (1 to 5)
4.47
4.35
4.28
4.28
4.20
4.03
3.69
3.35
2.75

with unlimited beer, & wine and dessert & coffee. Same
band as last year. See Dave Bell if you want to start
paying in installments before October. The cost is
$64.00 per person.

If you intend to attend
the Holiday Party, you
must be paid up by the
first meeting in
November.
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Talking Timer
For those of us who do not like to look away from our
flying
planes
to
check on our flight
time remaining, the
“Talking Timer” is
the perfect solution.
Originally
distributed by Radio
Shack,
but
now
discontinued, it has
been a problem for
us to replace broken
timers. Good News!!
A hobby shop on
Staten Island has
been
found that
carries a Talking
Timer identical to the one that Radio Shack used to sell.
The name, address and phone number of the hobby is:
Brownie’s Pro & Sport Hobbies
124 Bennett Street
Staten Island, New York 10302
(718) 727-2194
Thought this might be of interest to our members!
Thanks to Phil Miceli for providing me with this
information.
The hobby shop people are very cooperative and mail
their orders out promptly.

One Fly
September's One Fly coincided with the Meroke picnic
and we had the usual nice turnout. Eighteen flyers along
with helpers were in attendance at our 10 o'clock
starting time. Again Mr. DQ was up to his old tricks
allowing other flyers to finish in top positions.
Our first event was Four Continuous Loops in as close to
30 seconds as possible. We used the more nimble blue
Aero Star but Mr. DQ managed to take seven of the
eighteen spots. As this plane featured more throttle
control than the yellow plane, the contestants were able
to complete the loops closer to 30 seconds than
previously possible. For the first time some flyers
actually exceeded the 30 seconds limit! First place was
earned by Ernie, second by Herb and third by Patrick.
The next event was the Loop With A Roll at the top in
segment format. Only 4 flyers defied Mr. DQ with Bob
M. managing 3 segments in under 30 seconds. Bob W. and
Russ completed one segment each in the allotted time
taking second and third places respectively.
Finally the event everyone was waiting for - the TEAM
event! Two teams of eight members each were chosen
for their skill levels. The event was the timed Loop and
Roll. The first team member had to perform a loop
segment then hand the box off to the next member of
the team who had to perform a roll segment. This
continued through the last member and time was called
as he leveled the wings coming out of the last segment.
Team one consisting of Sal R., Tom, Bob W., Curtis, Rich
B., Ernie, Tony and Herb defeated T-2 by a mere 9
seconds.

Submitted by Terry O’Grady
Serious prizes were awarded and we were finished by
noon in time for the wonderful food and festivities
provided by our picnic coordinators. October's date will
be announced at our next meeting. Once again, thanks to
all our helpers. See you next month.
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Which is Better: PPM vs PCM?
Aside from all the other choices when selecting an RC radio
system, the terms PPM and PCM comes up. PPM or Pulse
Position Modulation is standard FM. The next step up is PCM or
Pulse Code Modulation which seems to be shrouded in mysticism.
In a nutshell, it is not what frequency each is on, but how they
use these frequencies.
To demystify PCM somewhat you should understand that there
is no range increase with PCM. It is not on some special side
band or frequency. It shares the exact same FM frequency
everyone else on your channel is using, and is susceptible to the
same interference. There is, however, improvement in noise
reduction and safe performance while the noise is received.
Noise is the undesirable signals on your frequency. They can be
caused by anything from sunspots to another transmitter
horning in on your frequency. Today's modern radios operate on
a narrow band that eliminates most of the random noise.
Basically, the PCM radio takes your FM signal and “codes” it
digitally (the “C” in PCM). Then the PCM receiver “decodes” the
signal to utilize it.
Since noise is not a normally recognized code, it is ignored by
the PCM receiver, and is not sent as servo instructions. In
addition, PCM does not transmit position signals for each servo
in each transmitter pulse. Rather it transmits movement
commands as required, and occasional position confirmation
commands. Short periods of interference will simply leave the
servo at its last known position, and not show such radio
interference as glitches or fluttering.
If your PCM receiver continuously receives interference past
the preset time, it then switches into “failsafe mode,” and
obeys some preset commands you programmed in the receiver.
For example, you may set failsafe to throttle down and move all
other surfaces to the neutral position. This is great if you are
in level flight, but disastrous if you are exiting a loop. If set to
continue the last command, it will often keep your model in the
loop. Unfortunately, failsafe settings will put your model in a
precarious situation you didn't want it locked into.

do if a good signal can not be received over the interference.
The logic of PCM is that it is better to momentarily do nothing
than act on a bad signal. PCM benefits are purely in precise
transmitter/receiver communication. PCM does, unfortunately,
have a serious weakness. Even minimal atmospheric or external
noise can foul up those wonderful intricate binary numbers
beyond any correction. In that case, the receiver is up a creek
without a paddle. Think of it as if trying to communicate a
grocery list via cell phone in a “one bar” area—some things are
not going to make it in the grocery cart. With PCM, the main
purpose is to hide glitches by not transmitting them to a control
surface command. As far as the pilot is concerned, there is
only an unnoticeable momentary loss of control. If the radio
interference is persistent, the pilot will probably be unaware
and may lead to total loss of control sending the airplane either
into the wild blue yonder or to the ground.
On the other hand, the simple PPM pulses may be corrupted
with some information getting through. When things go bad,
the choice is between no control (PCM)—and some control
(PPM). Most RC pilots would prefer having some control even if
erratic. When a model aircraft is suddenly doing the funky
chicken, it is normally a signal to land.
Most radio interferences are normally small glitches and are
recoverable, giving the PPM pilot a chance to land and find the
cause of the problem.
The bottom line is if you are looking for a bullet-proof radio
system to keep your airplane from falling from the sky, it does
not exist. A system sporting PCM is an excellent choice for
larger acrobatic and 3-D fliers with quick throws, where a small
glitch may send it suddenly into the ground. PCM will of course
work on smaller, more docile airplanes. These airplanes will
benefit less from the added features, and PPM is probably a
good bet.
Remember there is no substitute for a good battery charge and
a range check. If another radio on your frequency is turned on,
there is little any radio can do to keep you from being “shot
down.”

A third level of protection may be obtained by using a pilot
assist module in combination with preset positions on the
failsafe settings. You can help ensure your model will go to level
flight at a slow—but safe—airspeed and hopefully safely ride
out the interference.
Even though the radio does not glitch, it is not to say the PCM
radio was in good contact at all times. If another radio is
transmitting on your frequency, it can—and likely will—interfere
with your receiver’s ability to receive the proper signal from
your transmitter. The CB radio enthusiast in the seventies
used to call this being “walked on.” PCM will help keep your
receiver from acting on a bad signal, but there is nothing it can
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If you like our Chicken Wings
Cartoons, go to
www.chickenwingscomics.com
and buy our book.
The Strasser Brothers
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Did you guess the correct airplane? - Look at this new
aircraft...guess we are not going to be outdone by the
French A380. Boeing is to take on Airbus with the giant
797 Blended Wing plane. They are preparing a 1000
passenger jet that could reshape the Air travel industry
for the next 100 years. The radical Blended Wing design
has been developed by Boeing in cooperation with the

which has racked up 159 orders, but has not yet flown any
passengers. Boeing decided to kill its 747X stretched
super jumbo in 2003 after little interest was shown by
airline companies, but has continued to develop the ultimate
Airbus crusher 797 for years at its Phantom Works
research facility in Long Beach, Calif.
The Airbus A380 has been in the works since 1999 and has
accumulated $13 billion in development costs, which gives
Boeing a huge advantage now that Airbus has committed to
the older style tubular aircraft for decades to come
There are several big advantages to the blended wing
design, the most important being the lift to drag ratio
which is expected to increase by an amazing 50%, with
overall weight reduced by 25%, making it an estimated 33%
more efficient than the A380, and making Airbus's $13
billion dollar investment look pretty shaky.
High body rigidity is another key factor in blended wing
aircraft. It reduces turbulence and creates less stress on
the air frame, thus adding to efficiency and giving the 797
a tremendous 8800 nautical mile range with its 1000
passengers flying comfortably at mach .88 or 654 mph
(1046 km/h) cruising speed, another advantage over the
Airbus tube-and-wing designed A380's 570 mph (912 km/h)
The exact date for introduction is unclear, yet the battle
lines are clearly drawn in the high-stakes war for civilian air
supremacy.

NASA Langley Research Center. The mammoth plane will
have a wing span of 265 feet compared to the 747's 211
feet, and is designed to fit within the newly created
terminals used for the 555 seat Airbus A380, which is 262
feet wide.
The new 797 is in direct response to the Airbus A380
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Novice Notes

Monthly Fun Fly

How an experienced instructor
teaches a new pilot how to land
Ah, yes, Landing! Very quickly the student perceives the real
bane of flying. After the student has achieved precise oval
control, demonstrated by flying perfectly parallel to the active
runway and the ability to make precisely controlled turns that
do not gain or lose altitude and are not over or under corrected,
and has several great takeoffs under his belt, it's landing
practice time.
I explain to the student that landing is really quite simple but
there are a number of gotchas. When an aircraft lands, the
throttle is decreased to near minimum on most trainers, slowing
them down, and losing wing lift. To offset this loss of lift the
pilot "GRADUALLY PULLS the STICK" to make up for the lost
lift, referred to as "FLARING". This only works for a while
until the wing stalls and the plane falls out of the air. The whole
trick to landing is to keep the wings flat by "MOVING the
STICK" towards the down wing (since landings are TOWARDS
YOURSELF), and "KEEPING 50% of your ATTENTION on the
SLIGHTLY INCREASING ELEVATOR SPRING TENSION."
The elevator stick has a centering spring. What you want to
occur is a very gradual PULL against this spring to accomplish a
smooth flare when near the ground. Watch other pilots land.
Most jump up & down above the runway until they finally plop
onto the asphalt. What they are doing is pulling, releasing,
pulling, releasing, even jerking the stick, instead of EVENLY
PULLING to achieve a smooth flare.
Landing practice starts as a landing approach 25 yards out in
the field. The student comes in with a low throttle setting,
maintaining a parallel path about 25 yards out from the runway.
When about 20' high, I tell him to throttle up and climb back to
the oval pattern. If he maintained a reasonably parallel path,
then he next comes in with a 5 yards closer approach. As he
gains in experience I get him to start slightly but evenly
"PULLing on the STICK". After several times he will accidently
be flying on a path leading over the runway. This time I tell him
to NOT THROTTLE UP. He winds up landing by mistake, often
breaking a prop, BUT HE LANDED HIMSELF! After that
thrilling experience he takes off, and practices the approaches
with more 50% attention to the flare control to avoid that
broken prop.
At some point I take the student onto the middle of the runway
to sight down the runway's yellow line at some high object in
the distance. This is to be his sight line object in future
landings. Most landing problems are caused by pilots coming in
from an outward vector meaning that they have less runway to
hit and they are flying right towards themselves. Now I stress
precision landing - touchdown right in front, wheels straddling
the yellow line, no bounce.
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Standings Through October:
Place
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Pilot
Bob Maran
Gene Kolakowski
Bob Reynolds
Allen Berg
Nelson Ramos
Rob Betts
Ron Berg
Tim Murphy
Rick Porqueddu
Charlie Restivo
Doug Frie

Score
24
40
54
59
68
81
83
86
87
91
96

A few interesting websites to visit:
From Joe Di Prima (notice the Meroke bench in the right
hand corner of the video of the B-25 crash landing
http://media.putfile.com/Bomber
From Bob Maran – a site showing photos of Air Shows
http://www.steehouwer.com
From Tony Polio – a site showing how we can spend our
Winter months
http://video.yahoo.com/video/play?vid=bee2a33b43f5b4
de61cb0fdfb4983394.872669&fr=yvmtf

Items for sale:
Meroke hats $11.00
Meroke patches $4.00
Meroke license plate frames 3:00 each
For Meroke clothing, go to www.sewbusy.com
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Meroke Members - October 2006
Abruzzo, Tom
Acovino, Fiore
Anzaldi, Frank
Battaglia, Peter
Bell, David
Berg, Allen
Berg, Ron
Betts, Rob
Blum, Stan
Boll, Patrick*
Boll, Richard
Cagan, Alan
Carley, George
Cieslewicz, Joe*
Closs, George
Colquhoun, Robert**
Comerford, Matthew
Cott, Thomas
Crescenzo, Massimo
Cruz-Ortiz, Angel
Czeto, Joseph
DeFranza, Jack
DeSena, John
Di Bartolomeo, Bob
Doell, Gunter
Dormeus, Emile
Dougherty, Bill
Elbers, Mike
Folz, Charles
Frey, Richard
Frie, Douglas
Friedensohn, Philip
Garavelli, Gene
Gatto, Greg
Giattini, Peter*
Giraldo, Jose
Giroffi, Nick
Gramegna, Daniel
Greenberg, Martin
Grimaldi, Tony
Guiffre, Nicholas
Hammer, Alvan
Heaney, Richard
Henken, Robert
Heinz, Peter
Henery, Herb

516-796-2078
516-432-1730
516-775-4956
516-771-0047
516-633-0034
516-781-3911
516-313-2866
631-225-6744
516-623-5839
516-596-1613
516-596-1613
516-378-0393
516-798-6709
516-781-6236
631-209-2022
516-735-0255
516-698-1354
516-433-1441
718-296-2096
718-358-6581
516-938-6268
516-741-7581
516-759-2555
516-433-5608
516-804-3144
516-328-2988
516-931-0091
516-379-3185
631-587-7471
516-593-1444
516-481-4089
718-896-1339
516-796-5540
516-371-1204
516-326-1793
516-783-4057
516-681-7036
516-795-4837
516-678-2935
516-872-0683
516-721-3840
516-731-0755
516-931-0620
516-433-3444
631-477-0320
631-665-6274

Owner
Big Apple Hobbies
171-67 46th Avenue
Flushing, NY 12345
718-460-5671
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Hubner, William
Klein, Mark
Koenig, Gerald*
Koenig, Jerry
Kolakowski, Gene
Korderas, Chris
Korderas, John*
Kreutel, Irving**
Lando, Charles
Lang Sr., Tom
Lang, Frank
Leibman, Jerry
Lima, John**
Lobozza, Mike
Loffredo, Steven*
Longo, Joe
Lovisolo, Michael*
Lovisolo, Nicholas*
Mandel, Ken
Maran, Bob
Markel, Andy
McClay, Bob
McGrath, Frank
McManus, Thomas
Melnik, Rich
Messina, Roland
Meyer, Charles
Miceli, Philip
Miranda, Elias
Monti, John
Montoya, Daniel
Moses, Richard
Mueller, Kurt
Murphy, Linda
Murphy, Timothy
Nonnemacher, Ralph**
Nurhan, Said
Nurhan, Steven*
O’Grady, Terry
Oneta, Tom
Ortiz, Henry**
Patterson, Lyndon
Pawlak, John
Pedalino, Tony
Perry, Keith
Peters, Robert**

516-798-0077
516-326-0855
516-579-7643
516-796-0481
516-599-3875
516-756-0908
516-756-0908
516-799-7422
516-826-4054
718-225-5537
718-225-5537
516-334-1153
516-872-6698
516-735-3348
516-561-3198
516-781-7144
516-520-1631
516-520-1631
516-935-3536
516-579-7268
516-623-4480
516-390-5361
631-368-8646
516-644-5798
718-343-7257
516-735-8193
516-593-4006
516-798-8291
516-454-7917
516-777-7025
631-969-5679
516-378-1804
516-799-0635
631-369-8891
516-837-8473
516-352-1782
516-546-6666
516-546-6666
516-678-4766
516-0741-1374
516-354-1496
516-410-3901
718-565-7130
718-894-3363
516-551-9514
631-691-3986

Pinto, Louis
Pollio, Tony
Porqueddu, Rick
Ramos, Nelson
Restivo, Charlie
Reynolds, Bob
Rhine, Russell
Richichi, Sal
Rifkin, Andrew
Rosenberg, Stuart
Rosenthal, Larry
Rothman, Stan**
Rubinson, Al
Savarese, Frank**
Savarese, Pat**
Schack, Ernie**
Schroeder, James*
Schroeder, Len
Schulaski, John
Schulkind, Harold
Scotto, Tom
Seddio, Sal**
Severance, Chris*
Severance, John
Sito, Patrick
Smith, Ed
Smith, Robin
Stone, Jack**
Stamile, Ray
Streb, Bill
Townsend, John**
Tramuta, Jack
Underdue, Curtis
Weiner, Al
Wohlgemuth, Bob
Zafonte, John
Zarem, Bernard**

516-785-6890
516-794-9637
516-796-3842
516-483-3453
631-271-3226
516-775-4377
516-484-0368
516-798-6036
516-766-7109
631-424-2999
516-333-7309
516-826-6723
516-798-6991
718-726-7794
516-735-3277
516-481-1814
516-596-9747
516-599-0235
516-680-3952
718-225-1388
516-731-3257
516-747-8122
516-735-2458
516-735-2458
516-437-5648
516-466-5420
516-433-3060
516-791-7380
516-887-8766
516-378-4872
516-785-1965
516-524-5164?
917-213-4459
516-868-5674
516-546-6717
516-561-3087
516-735-9329

* Junior Members
** Lifetime Members
Regular Members
Total Members

11
14
104
129

The Meroke RC Club supports these local hobby shops
Long Island Raceway & Hobby
909 Conklin Street
Farmingdale, NY 12345
631-845-7223

Willis Hobbies
123 Willis Avenue
Mineola, NY 12345
516-742-5599

Unique Hobbies
36 Sunrise Highway
Baldwin, NY 11510
516-223-3027
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How do we get this to the static competition next month?????
The Smoke Signals is published monthly by the Merokes Radio Control Club located in Long Island, New York. For information E-mail
merokenews@optonline.net. Views expressed in Smoke Signals are those of the writers. They do not necessarily represent the views of the club,
its members, or officers.

Smoke Signals welcomes all letters and comments. Permission is granted to reproduce anything printed in Smoke

Signals as long as the source and author are credited.

Smoke Signals
c/o Meroke RC Club
217 Forest Street
Roslyn Heights, New York 11577

Pay a visit to our website - http://www.meroke.com

