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President’s News

From the Editor

Mark Klein

Russell Rhine
Did it ever occur to you that it might be OK to crash your
airplane. Here are the Top Ten reasons why it’s not so
bad.

This month our first meeting will be April 12TH, instead
of the customary first Thursday of the month as the
room is not available on the fifth. It is an important
meeting, as the vote on the proposed By-laws and dues
changes is scheduled.
If you cannot attend, it is
imperative that you authorize a proxy form (located
elsewhere in this newsletter) so that your views on these
matters may be acknowledged. A failure to vote is the
equivalent of a “NO” vote, as the by-laws call for a
majority affirmative vote of at least a minimum 40% of
the membership to pass.

10. If there are people in the club who are wondering why
you haven’t done it recently, they will finally be “off your
case.”
9. You get everyone’s attention for a few seconds.
8. You get some people’s sympathy for second or two.
7. Certain club members run to get their camera to take
pictures of the wreckage.

Please note that due to a typo, the change regarding the
dues structure should read “The dues… shall be seventytwo dollars per annum. Dues are due by the first day of
the fiscal year (November 1).” In order to maintain our
current activities (picnic, 2 monthly fun flies/month,
coffee and cake etc.) without any cuts, the raise of fifty
cents/meeting (a cup of coffee) is necessary.

6. You don’t have to fold the back seat down in your car
to get your airplane in on the way home.

April is the beginning of our busy season. The monthly
Fun Flies commencing with the One Fly is scheduled for
Sunday, April 15. Ernie will be asking for helpers for the
Open Fun Fly, so please volunteer prior to his
“volunteering” you. Your participation is appreciated and
also is required for a successful event. Please check the
calendar on the top of Smoke Signals and attend
meetings for more information.

3. You now have room on your transmitter for your next
airplane (if you were maxed out).

5. Your spare parts collection just got bigger.
4. You now have more room at home for your next
airplane.

2. You will never have to bring that airplane to the club
auction.
1. You don’t have to fly that airplane anymore

Vacation Alert - The staff of Smoke Signals will be
I’d like to thanks those members who attended, displayed
models and manned the Meroke table at the recent
Cradle of Aviation event. Several prospective members
were given information about our club and hopefully we’ll
see these people at future meetings. It is our members
that make our club what it is! Thank you.

taking a much deserved vacation at the end of
April. Therefore, the May issue of Smoke
Signals will not be ready for your reading
pleasure prior to the May 3rd meeting. Expect
to see the May issue on the Meroke

New Chief Field Controller

website no later than Tuesday - May 8th.

Bob Reynolds
New Members
Michael Hagens
Joseph McDougall
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At the March 1st meeting, a major vote
was taken about the coffee served at
our meetings.

By an overwhelming

majority, we are staying with DECAF.
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Video Library
New addition to the Meroke Video Library

Hi Folks,

Sky Wars

Battery Corner
A: Battery ‘cycling’ in its simple form is the two-step
process of charging and then discharging the battery
under controlled conditions. Normally the purpose of the
procedure is to ‘condition’ or ‘format’ a new pack or to
verify the capacity or check the condition of a pack
that’s been in service. ‘Routine’ cycling, or discharging
before recharging a pack after every use is not
necessary for either NiMH or Nicad packs, and
discharging to ‘zero’ voltage under load is in fact
harmful. A ‘cycler’ or controlled discharger will limit the
discharge voltage level to prevent damage to the pack,
whereas ‘leaving the switch on’ in your radio system to
discharge a pack is very poor practice and may result in
damage your radio system components or the battery.
Most ‘hobby’ cyclers or dischargers operate at a
predetermined load and cutoff level that is different
than the cell mfg’s rating system. This leads to
discrepancies that can be a high as 10-15% of rated
capacity between the mfg’s rating and the rating
presented by the cycler or discharger you are using. If
your cycler or discharger system’s numbers are lower
than the comfort zone described above then you need to
verify the calibration of the cycler and check the charge
rate and charge time to insure the pack did indeed get a
full charge before the discharge function began. If the
numbers are still uncomfortably low after re-running the
test with your new pack, we suggest you contact the
assembler or retailer for evaluation assistance in
determining what the cause is before using the pack in a
critical application. Any pack cycling more than 25%
below the mfg's rating or the original numbers
established for the pack with your equipment when it was
new should be removed from critical application service.
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This months question is more of an observation that I
made at Cedar Creek the other day. I had the only plane
flying late in the day with a stiff crosswind. I was really
enjoying myself. As I was landing and was on my final
approach, cutting past the weeds heading into the wind, I
was sure the plane was at least fifty feet ahead of where
it really was. All of a sudden, my plane kicked over and
nicked the top of a low lying bush that was sticking up
and ended a perfectly good flying session. Because I
thought my plane was closer in than it really was and I
didn't see the bush that was right in front of me, I spent
the next two days and $60.00 repairing my Sunday flyer.
Here is my point - when sunlight and wind conditions are
less than perfect, it is important that every once in
awhile, when no one else is flying, you should walk around
the field and see what’s really out there. Try to notice
the runways and pit area from the ground cover – you’d
be amazed at how different the perspective may appear
to be. Know the environment you’re flying in. This was a
pilot error that could have been avoided by simply getting
a few field reference points.
See you at the field,
Dr. Phil

In May’s issue of Smoke Signals - a review of the
E-Flite Blade CX2 RTF Electric Coaxial Micro Heli
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Show and Tell (Allen’s Latest)

Paper Airplane Fun Fly
March was upon us an d once again it wa s time for the
Ann ual Paper Airplane Contest. This year’s event had a
uniqu e variation added to it. Each participate was given
five randomly chosen designed airpla nes to construct.
The event con sisted of three timed heats. Any of the
five paper airplanes could be flown in any of the heats.
This was a pilot’s choice. The pilot with the longest
overall flight duration for the three heats won the grand
prize.

Allegedly the German air

controllers at Frankfurt

Airport are renowned as a short-tempered lot. They, it is
alleged, not only expect one to know one's gate parking
location, but how to get there without any assistance
from them. So it was with some amusement that a Pan Am
747

listened

to

the

following

exchange

between

Frankfurt ground control and a British Airways 747 - call
sign Speedbird 206.
Speedbird 206: "Frankfurt, Speedbird 206 clear of
active runway."
Ground: "Speedbird 206, taxi to gate Alpha One-Seven."
(The BA 747 pulled onto the main taxiway and slowed to a
stop.)
Ground: "Speedbird, do you not know where you are

Needless to say, very few of us have been to grade
school recently. Many of our contesta nts didn't know
how to follow the simple folding instruction accompan ying
the paper airplan es. Therefore, we saw a variety of
stran ge shapes sailing through the air.
But in true Meroke spirit, the members of the club came
together and cheered on sixteen un daunted flyers.
A fter
three
staggering
hea ts
the
winners
emerged. Ron Berg
plac ed third with a
c ombined time of 8
sec. Mark Klein
c ame
in second
plac e with a time
of 9 sec. Fin ally,
our first place finisher was Tom McManus (see photo)
with a blistering combined time of 11 sec. Tom is on e of
our c lub members who regularly attends the building club.
He kn ows how to follow the folds.

going?"
Speedbird 206: "Stand by, Ground, I'm looking up our
gate location now."
Ground (with quite arrogant impatience): "Speedbird

I would like to thank Russ Rhine for being the
Timekeeper, Tom Mc Ma nus for acting as the
Scorekeeper.

206, have you not been to Frankfurt before?"
Speedbird 206 (coolly): "Yes, twice in 1944, but it was
dark, and I didn't land."

Meroke By-Laws Changes Vote - Proxy Form
I, ______________________ (print name), hereby authorize _________________ (print name),
to vote in my stead on the matter of the Meroke By-Laws changes.

____________________ (sign name)
Smoke Signals / April 2007
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Restoring the Navy Catalina PBY

Between 1936 and 1945, 4,000 Catalinas were built in

It's not surprising that Frank Kittle feels an attachment

patrol bomber, and the Y was the manufacturer's

to the

War II-vintage Navy PBY Catalina

identification. Museum president Jeff Clyman said design

amphibious plane he is helping to restore at the American

work for the plane began in 1933, and it began to go into

Airpower

service in 1935. Initially the planes were flying boats

World

Museum,

located

in

Farmingdale,

NY.

California by Consolidated Aircraft. The PB stands for

that only took off and landed from the water. The
The Deer Park resident, 83, not only flew on PBYs during

amphibious version came out right before the United

the war but was rescued by one after he was shot down

States got into World War II after the attack on Pearl

over the Atlantic in 1943 and drifted for 72 hours in a

Harbor.

raft. Flying on a lumbering Catalina, Kittle said, "was
monotonous, long hours, noisy and cold. You had to dress

With a maximum speed of 178 miles per hour and a range

real warm. They tried putting heat in them, but it didn't

of 2,548 miles, the "flying boats" required a crew of

work."

eight. "This was the eyes and ears of the Atlantic and
Pacific fleets before they had long-distance radar,"
Clyman said. "And even when they had radar, these planes
ranged much farther than radar could see. This is the
kind of plane that spotted the Japanese fleet at Midway
and was a factor in our victory there, which was the
beginning of the end for the Japanese in World War II."
Armed with depth charges and torpedoes mounted on
their wings, they operated extensively off Long Island
and the East Coast, including a base at Floyd Bennett
Field in Brooklyn, searching for U-boats in the North
Atlantic.
The museum's PBY was built for shipment to the Soviet
Union but never got there. Instead, it was delivered to

The goal of American Airpower is to use the PBY as more

the U.S. Navy just before the war ended and was retired

than a static exhibit; it will be restored for ongoing

in 1956. Sent to a scrap-yard in Arizona, it avoided being

flight, possibly by fall, as part of a living history program.

smelted by being purchased for passenger service in

Visitors would be able to pay to take a flight over Great

remote

South Bay and search for a mock-up of a German U-boat,

aircraft.

areas

of

Canada unserviceable by regular

echoing how the planes were used during the war.
It went through a series of owners who used it for
"The goal of the plane in flight will be like our C-47 D-

charter flights until 1987, when the aircraft was

Day program,

said,

purchased by the National Warplane Museum near Elmira.

referring to the flights that simulate what paratroopers

After a decade of flying, finances and maintenance

experienced before landing in Normandy in 1944. "We

became a problem, and the Catalina became a stationary

want to show what it must have been like to be 19 years

exhibit at what became the Wings of Eagles Discovery

old flying in this type of airplane over the North

Center. American Airpower bought the flying boat with a

Atlantic."

$300,000 state

museum

spokesman Gary Lewi

Economic Development

Corporation

grant. It took from last spring to November for Len

Smoke Signals / April 2007
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Boyd,

the

American

Airpower

museum's

chief

of

it."

maintenance, and his crew to get it ready to fly again
before

it

arrived

at

Republic

Nov.

3.

Kittle said, "Under attack, you normally jettison your

At the controls that day was Jim Vocell, the museum's

bombs so they won't explode in the airplane. But we

chief pilot. Vocell, 59, is a US Airways pilot who flies to

decided we had the submarine where we wanted it, so we

the museum to volunteer from his home in New

salvoed the whole load on the submarine. But the JU-88s

Hampshire. "The airplane is very stable," he said. "It's a

shot us up. We got our submarine, but they got us. They

joy to fly, but it's very slow because it's so massive.

shot out three engines, and we couldn't maintain altitude,
so we had to ditch. Everybody survived, but the airplane

One of them was Kittle, who was already a crewman on a

broke into three pieces and sunk. They strafed us in the

PBY helping to protect convoys across the Atlantic to

water before they left.

Britain as part of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's
Neutrality Patrol when the United States was drawn into
the war on Dec. 7, 1941. "I was a flight engineer and more
or less took care of the engines," Kittle said. Initially he
was stationed in Newfoundland, searching for U- boats.
Then,

he

was

transferred

to

Greenland,
"we

were

icebergs

The crew climbed aboard its life raft. "We were out
there floating around for 72 hours," Kittle said. A plane
spotted them, and then a familiar sight for Kittle - a PBY
- swooped in and landed. "Oh man, it was an angel. The
PBY picked us up and flew us to Gibraltar, where we spent
three

Kittle, who after

plotting

4 1/2 years in

make

the Navy worked

sure they didn't get
into
lanes

the

in

shipping

when

maintenance

for

the

over."

Clyman
helped

in

rescuing the crews of B-17 bombers and P-38 fighters
that went down on the Greenland icecap in 1942. But
Kittle said he was never on a PBY that had to land on the
water to make a rescue. "We could land on the ocean, but
it's not desirable when it's rough," he said. "And it was
rough up there.

United

Airlines.

convoys were coming

He

in

sick bay," said

where
to

days

said,

"What this plane
does for the museum is give us an incredible historical
asset that can only add to the living history component,
which is its raison d'–tre. It not only pays tribute to
veterans of World War II but to all of our fighting men
and women, and all the people who were in public service."
Clyman noted the flying boats were used by the Navy,
Coast Guard and Army Air Forces in World War II and,

Early in 1943, he shifted from flying and maintaining

later, up to the early '60s as firefighting aerial tankers

PBYs to bombers, primarily B-24s based in England. "On

that put out forest fires in Canada and the Pacific

November the twelfth, 1943," he recalled, "I was shot

Northwest. If PBYs were special planes, the museum's

down in a B-24 off the coast of Portugal about 150 miles

model is very special, according to Clyman. "This airplane

out. We spotted a submarine on the surface and made a

is completely original, with the gun blisters and the nose

gunnery run on it. They were diving and going under, so we

turret.

made a 180- degree turn and came back, and at the same
time, six Junker 88s - German fighters - attacked us.
They were escorting the submarine, and we didn't know

Smoke Signals / April 2007

Page 7

New Chief Field Controller

Another Safety Tip from the Cedar Creek

Bob Reynolds

Field Controllers

The Field Controllers held a meeting on the night of
March 8th to acknowledge the contributions of Archie
Defendini as he steps down from his position of Chief
Field Controller after many years of service.
An election was also held to elect a new Chief Field
Controller, and our very own Bob Reynolds accepted the
position after a unanimous
vote. Tony Pollio will stay on
as one of Bob’s Assistant
Chief Field Controllers and
Ed Wienmann will fill the
other assistant slot opened

Make sure that there is no person or anything else

when Bob moved up.

on the runway when you decide to land!!

Bob

was well prepared to take on
the

duties

of

his

new

Avoid an unnecessary incident........

position and addressed the
Field Controllers as to his
views on how he was going to handle the job. He also
presented his views on what he expects from each and
every Field Controller.
Our congratulations to Bob on his new position.
IImportant: The following By-Laws (new) article is to be
added for voting on April 12th. ARTICLE ELEVEN - Item II.A.2
- Dues are due by the first day of the fiscal year (November 1).

FOR SALE!
Mark Klein (516-326-0855) is selling his Giles 202 ARF
(previously shown as a monthly raffle prize) for $100.
Bill Streb has a large assortment of kits and ARFs for
sale. Give Bill a call at 516-378-4872.
Call Bob Weber at 631-608-8209 for a V-MAR Extra
300L ARF, with a JR F400 radio and an MDS .58 engine.
All items are NEW and only for $325 (will break down
and sell items individually).

Smoke Signals / April 2007

Page 8

Meroke Members - April 2007
Abruzzo, Tom
Anzaldi, Frank
Bell, David
Berg, Allen
Berg, Ron
Betts, Rob
Boll, Patrick*
Boll, Richard
Cagan, Alan
Carley, George
Cott, Thomas KB2GZS
Cruz-Ortiz, Angel
Czeto, Joseph
DeSena, John
Elbers, Mike
Evangelatos, Ted
Frie, Douglas N2EJ
Friedensohn, Philip
Garavelli, Gene
Gramegna, Daniel
Guiffre, Nicholas
Hagens, Michael
Hajohn, Philip
Hammer, Alvan
Henery, Herb
Henken, Robert
Klein, Mark
Koenig, Gerald*
Koenig, Jerry
Koenig, Samantha*
Kolakowski, Gene
Kreutel, Irving**
Lando, Charles
Lang Sr., Tom
Lang, Frank
Leibman, Jerry
Lobozza, Mike
Longo, Joe
Lovisolo, Michael*
Lovisolo, Nicholas*
Malin, Marvin***
Mandel, Ken
Maran, Bob
Mazzella, Anthony
Mazzella Jr., Anthony
McClay, Bob
McDougall, Joseph
McGrath, Frank

516-796-2078
516-775-4956
516-633-0034
516-781-3911
516-313-2866
631-225-6744
516-596-1613
516-596-1613
516-378-0393
516-798-6709
516-433-1441
718-358-6581
516-938-6268
516-759-2555
516-379-3185
516-222-0855
516-481-4089
718-896-1339
516-796-5540
516-795-4837
516-721-3840
516-546-6273
516-541-6694
516-731-0755
631-665-6274
516-433-3444
516-326-0855
516-579-7643
516-796-0481
516-579-7643
516-599-3875
516-799-7422
516-826-4054
718-225-5537
718-225-5537
516-334-1153
516-735-3348
516-781-7144
516-520-1631
516-520-1631
561-374-8680
516-935-3536
631-399-2420
631-842-5029
631-842-5029
516-390-5361
516-221-6254
631-368-8646

amar27@aol.com
sweet8163@aol.com
david.bell@ba.com
extragiles@yahoo.com
rberg20@excite.com
bnator77@aol.com
randm4@verizon.net
randm4@verizon.net
alancagan@verizon.net
ghcarley@verizon.net
supataech@bellatlantic.net
acruz26@earthlink.net
supercub1@hotmail.com
johnd11@verizon.net
mwelbers@msn.com
tevangelatos@yahoo.com
dfrie@optonline.net
friedensohnpd@hotmail.com
dad4050@aol.com
misterg88@hotmail.com
glencovenick@yahoo.com
michael.hagens@xerox.com
phajohn@aol.com
adhtwa35962@verizon.net
hahenery@aol.com
bobhenken@aol.com
mclein@optonline.net
gerald1997@yahoo.com
koenig7268@msn.com
samantha1995@yahoo.com
genekola@optonline.net
bes.frens@verizon.net

gerleib55@optonline.net
arlene_crop@hotmail.com

wingzero380@yahoo.com
mem3033@adelphia.net
kenski@optonline.net
bmaran@aol.com
admscreens@aol.com
admscreens@aol.com
rmcclay@optonline.net
batjam1@aol.com
suzukiridr14@aol.com

McLauchlan, Roger
McManus, Thomas
Meyer, Charles
Miceli, Philip
Miranda, Elias
Monti, John
Mueller, Kurt
Murphy, Linda
Murphy, Timothy
O’Grady, Terry
Ortiz, Henry**
Patterson, Lyndon
Pedalino, Tony

631-780-6465
516-644-5798
516-593-4006
516-798-8291
516-454-7917
516-777-7025
516-799-2165
631-369-8891
516-837-8473
516-678-4766
516-354-1496
516-410-3901
718-894-3363

Peters, Robert***
Pinto, Louis
Pollio, Tony
Porqueddu, Richard
Ramos, Nelson
Restivo, Charlie
Reynolds, Bob
Rhine, Russell K2QAD
Richichi, Sal
Rosenthal, Larry
Rubinson, Al
Savarese, Frank**
Savarese, Pat**
Schack, Ernie**
Schroeder, Len
Scotto, Tom
Seddio, Sal**
Smith, Ed
Stone, Jack**
Streb, Bill
Strobel, Frank
Townsend, John**
Tramuta, Jack
Underdue, Curtis
Weiner, Al
Wohlgemuth, Bob
Zarem, Bernard***

631-691-3986
516-785-6890
516-794-9637
516-796-3842
631-420-2889
631-271-3226
516-775-4377
516-484-0368
516-798-6036
516-333-7309
516-798-6991
718-726-7794
516-735-3277
516-481-1814
516-599-0235
516-731-3257
516-747-8122
516-466-5420
609-395-9908
516-378-4872
516-768-8256
516-785-1965
516-524-5164
917-213-4459
516-868-5674
516-546-6717
516-735-9329

* Junior Members
** Lifetime Members
*** Associate Members
Regular Members
Total Members

7
9
3
81
100

rogmclansr@yahoo.com
tmcmanus@ktlc-g.com
cmeyer2474@aol.com
pequabase@optonline.net
elias21@optonline.net

cpteach2002@yahoo.com
murphyt43@optonline.net
terryo70@optonline.net
buccamc@optonline.net
apedalino@cathcemeterybklyn.org
meroke36@aol.com
rctony@optonline.net
rickporqueddu@copper.net
nel98rc@optonline.net
crestivo@optonline.net
mrbrew@optonline.net
rrhine@optonline.net
opiermr@optonline.net

acegliderpilot@juno.net
savare11@optonline.net
radioschack2@aol.com
inspect@optonline.net
tpsrcplane@aol.com

jerrsto@aol.com
skyking1231@gmail.com
tofast4u2c@aol.com
curtisu@msn.com

Check your listing and report
any corrections and/or
updates to the staff at
merokenews@optonline.net
or call 516-484-0368

The Meroke RC Club supports these local hobby shops
Big Apple Hobbies
171-67 46th Avenue
Flushing, NY 12345
718-460-5671
sales@bigapplehobbies.com
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Long Island Raceway & Hobby
909 Conklin Street
Farmingdale, NY 12345
631-845-7223
bnator77@aol.com

Willis Hobbies
123 Willis Avenue
Mineola, NY 12345
516-742-5599
steve@willishobbies.com

Xtreme Hobbies
1815 Deer Park Avenue
Deer Park, NY 11729
631-254-9873
www.xtremehobbyshop.com
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Jerry Liebman showing and telling
us about a model he made many
years ago at our Monthly Show &
Tell in March

The Smoke Signals is published monthly by the Merokes Radio Control Club located in Long Island, New York. For information E-mail
merokenews@optonline.net. Views expressed in Smoke Signals are those of the writers. They do not necessarily represent the views of the club,
its members, or officers.

Smoke Signals welcomes all letters and comments. Permission is granted to reproduce anything printed in Smoke

Signals as long as the source and author are credited.

Smoke Signals
c/o Meroke RC Club
217 Forest Street
Roslyn Heights, New York 11577

Pay a visit to our website - http://www.meroke.com

