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President’s News

From the Editor

Mark Klein

Russell Rhine

If you weren’t able to attend the Feb 15th meeting, you
really missed an amazing Fun Fly. Yes that’s correct; we
had a Virtual Fun Fly (VFF) right in our meeting room with
4 teams vying for top honors. Phil and Tom somehow
managed to plan, set up and conduct the Fun Fly on a
large screen. The contestants, myself included, wanted
more and perhaps we will have another VFF later in the
year. Congratulations are due Tom and Phil for a job well
done!
Things to remember for March are the Special By-Laws
meeting March 22nd in preparation for the April 12th
vote. If you are unable to attend, please forward your
proxy to a friend. The Board will be meeting later in the
month to clear our roster, so if haven’t already done so,
please renew your AMA membership and pay your dues.
Also, commencing with this issue of Smoke Signals, copies
will only be available by E-Mail or on the website unless
written notice is received by Russ Rhine or any other
officer.
Let’s check over our stored planes, cycle the batteries
and put those finishing touches on our new creations
prior to the first flight of the season. Please exercise
care on your first days at the field and best wishes for a
great year of flying with the Merokes!

It didn’t take long, but Smoke Signals has completely
entered the world of electronic media. With this issue,
all of the members will receive Smoke Signals either by
E-Mail or on the Meroke website.
When I took over as Editor in January 2006, I decided
to liven the newsletter up in many ways, especially by
using color to enhance the many photos that I wanted to
insert each month.

Xeroxing is OK as a means for

duplicating the newsletter but it really doesn’t do justice
to the new color format.
One of the major reasons for going “electronic” is for
members to be able to archive the newsletter on their
PCs. One of the Merokes asked if there was an index of
what was in each newsletter. Great Idea! In the next
few weeks I will work on an index for the 2006 issues of
Smoke Signals.
As you can see in this issue there are a lot of submissions
by Merokes and one by a Meroke friend. No matter what
you think of something that you would like to share with
other members – send it to me anyway. The less I have
to write – the better, but it also presents many different
perspectives on our hobby.
Thanks to all of this month’s contributors and hope you

New Member

enjoy Smoke Signals this month.

Frank Strobel
New Contest Director - Ernie Schack

Field Controllers - Don’t
forget to attend the Field

Special Meeting at
8:00 PM on Thursday - March

Controllers meeting on Thursday,
March 8th at 7:30 PM at the
Levittown Hall

22nd to discuss proposed By-Laws
changes at regular meeting hall
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Video Library
Ask Dr. Phil
Tear up those movie tickets and take advantage of the
many great videos available in the Meroke Video Library.
Meroke’s own Video Librarian Lou Pinto has informed
Smoke Signals that the following videos have recently
been added to the library:
·

P-38 Lightning (23D)

·

P-40 Warhawk (24D)

·

Reconnaissance Pilot (25D)

·

Modern Marvels – TomCat Sunset (26D)

A complete list of the videos in our library will be printed
in a future issue of Smoke Signals.

Dear Dr. Phil,
What's a fast way to correctly double-check my idle mixture
before I fly my airplane.
J. Q. Public

·
·

Lou, a Meroke of many hats, has also informed the staff
of a great “print” publication – RC Report. It’s a mere

·

$19 per year and is packed full of great articles, tips,
etc.

Their website is rcreport.ws and their telephone

number for subscriptions is 888-727-3767.

Battery Corner
Temeprature is the key, always, always, always! IF
THE PACK AIN'T WARM AT THE END OF THE CHARGE
ROUTINE, IT AIN'T CHARGED! Note I said 'warm',
Not HOT! Hot is NEVER GOOD at the end of the
charge routine, but warm is OK. If using a temp probe,
set it for 10 degrees above AMBIENT. If it's a peak
controlled charger and the charger shuts down before
the pack is slightly warm to the touch - IT AIN'T FULLY
CHARGED. If it's a timer controlled charger and at the
end of the charge period the pack is not warm, it's NOT
fully charged yet! By far and away the biggest reason
for low capacity numbers is undercharging. If you
have a 5 gallon pail with only 3 gallons in it, your only
gonna get 3 gallons out of it. Engage
brain, check
the temperature at the end of the charge routine!
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Phoenix Models 330S ARF
Builders Review

I am very pleased with this model and would highly recommend
it to anyone looking for a nice sport/aerobatic plane in a .60
size. The packaging was
done well, with no parts
damaged or missing.
The first thing I
noticed was how well
the
covering
was
applied. It was tight
right out of the box
with minimal ironing to
get out a few wrinkles
on the fuselage and wings. It is covered with Oracover in a red,
white and blue scheme that looks real nice.
This model comes 95% pre-built with the control surfaces
preinstalled with pinned hinges and precut servo boxes which
made installing and running the servo extensions a snap. The
only modifications I made here was cutting off the connectors
and soldering the servo extension wires because they would be
inside the wing. The aileron control horns are heavy duty and
seem to be of the Dubro-type.
Installing the tail feathers was explained well and the color
photos they give you in the build manual are real helpful. The
one modification I made here was to add a flat piece of balsa
stock in between the area where the horizontal stabilizer was
to be glued to the fuselage for a better connection than just
gluing it to the fuselage rails. After everything on the tail
section was glued and cured, all of the measurements were
double checked and were found to be in spec. I changed the
tail-wheel assembly to a heavier 3/32 wire Sullivan and a 1”
Dubro rubber wheel. The landing gear and wheel pants supplied
are nice. The gear is a flat aluminum type that bolts into the
fuselage which has preinstalled blind nuts. The kit comes with
landing gear fairings that blend it into the fuselage for a clean
look. The wheel pants come pre-painted and bolt on easy to a
heavy axle. I changed the wheels which were 2” foam, to 2 ¾”
low-bounce rubber ones. There was plenty of clearance in the
pants for the larger wheels.
The engine installs on a supplied nylon glass filled mount which
bolts to the firewall with pre-installed blind nuts. The engine
mounts inverted with the exhaust coming out of the bottom in a
channel that is built into the fuse which tucks it up and in
nicely. The firewall comes with the correct amount of right
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offset built in. They recommend only 1 degree of down thrust
off the firewall. I swapped out the 10 oz. fuel tank for a 14 oz.
Sullivan and changed the fuel system to a 3 line system with an
all brass stopper assembly. The supplied stopper has all plastic
tubes. Installing the rest of the servos is easy with the precut boxes on the tail for the elevator. The rudder uses a pullpull system that mounts inside the fuselage compartment. I
relocated the battery and receiver toward the back of the
fuselage compartment rather than the front which was
recommended, to counter the heavier weight of the .91 engine
over the .60 size that was in the manual model. I also changed
the stock switch to a MPI brand with the charge port and
voltage indicator lights. I installed an Air-Alert unit to the
system. Installing the cowl requires carefully cutting out the
hole required to clear the muffler, high/low speed adjustments
and the glow plug access. For the muffler, I started small and
went bigger until it cleared with a Dremel tool. I changed the
spinner to an aluminum type rather than the plastic type. I
used a 14x6 prop for break-in. The decals were installed next
and really set the color of the plane off nicely. The model was
then sprayed with Top-Flight crystal clear fuel-proof paint.
After balancing the plane and checking out all the hardware,
everything seemed ready to go. The last thing I did was paint
some black stripes on the bottom of the wing because as I felt
the gray covering they used on the bottom would not show up
well in the sky. This actually helped with balancing. It was
slightly nose heavy and then balanced perfectly after spraying.
I ran a tank of fuel through the engine and was ready to see if
it would fly. The day at the field was nice with a slight breeze
and clear sky. The plane taxied straight and jumped off the
ground with just a slight pull of up elevator. I climbed up to a
nice height to give myself
some
room
for
any
surprises that might occur.
After flying the pattern to
check for trims I found it
needed only two clicks of
right aileron and one of
down elevator to fly hands
off. The power of the OS
.91 is awesome in this
model, and I did not need to go more that half throttle during
test flight and it was plenty fast. I think a 60 or 75 size engine
would also fly this model well. I made a pass at idle to check
for glide on landing and found that the idle was too high. On
the next pass in after the adjustment, I went dead stick
because I dropped the idle too low but still was able to safely
land with no problems.
This was a fun ARF to build with no surprises in putting it
together or flying around. I would recommend it highly to
anyone. Come check it out when you see me at the field and I
would be happy to answer any questions you may have about this
model………….
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Man has a long history of war. A tradition that is associated
with this is the warrior's desire to decorate their instruments
of war. These instruments could include the warrior himself or
their weapons. This was done for a variety of reasons:
protection from evil, personal identification, to receive
supernatural powers from gods, etc.
During the Twentieth Century this tradition continued primarily
by decorating the vehicles of war…the airplane. Nose Art is the
genre of art used to decorate combat aircraft. Every since men
used
airplanes
as
an
instrument of war, they
have decorated them with
this unique art form. The
reasons for decorating the
airplane with this form of
art, during the Twentieth
Century
were
also
numerous
and
include:
sexual deprivation, a battle
cry, teasing the enemy, for
good luck, etc. Nose art
made the aircraft easier to
identify other than just simply using the serial number. This
provided the plane a personality; it became an entity. When you
saw the Dragon Lady returning from a bombing run you could
immediately surmise what crew had made it back.
The Italians and Germans are credited with initiating this
tradition. The first recorded example appeared as early as
1913. It was a sea monster painted on the nose of an Italian
flying boat. The Germans in the late World War I, also
initiated the tradition by adding a painted mouth under the
propeller spinner of the nose. Some prefer to describe this as
the first nose art because it was applied to the front rather
than the side of the airplane; hence the name "nose art."
Although, history shows this artwork spans World War I to
Desert Storm, its Golden Age is said to be World War II and
Korea. During this time period AAF officials tolerated the nose
art in an effort to boost the morale of the crew. This lack of
restraint combined with the stresses of war, and high
probability of death resulted in an excess of nose art that has
yet to be repeated. Nose art took on many forms such as:
cartoon characters, graffiti, animals and the female pin-up.
The female pin-up occurred in various stages of dress (often
undress). Lack of restraint helped foster the imagination of the
artists and aircrew and the sexy pin-ups reflected this wild
abandon. As a result, the Army Air Force unsuccessfully tried
to restore a sense of decorum with, AAF Regulation 35-22 in
August 1944. This regulation allowed nose art, but tried
unsuccessfully, to institute a "sense of decency." Pin-up nose
art, however, was the exception on the Navy and Marine
aircraft because of the directives prohibiting nose art.

Meroke’s First Virtual Fun Fly
On Feb 15, 2007, one of the coldest days of the year, 20
valiant Meroke pilots took to the skies in the first
“virtual” Happy Fly. Undaunted by the weather, and
cheered on by their fellow Merokes, four 5-man teams
entered a two event contest for the coveted prize of the
ever elusive “Raffle Ticket”.
The first event required each pilot to loop his plane
three-times, and then hand over the controls to one of
his teammates. The second event required each pilot to
perform a roll, a loop, and a second roll. The team that
took
the
shortest
amount of time to
complete
the
two
events won the evening
spoils.
It was an air battle
royal. Many a brave
Meroke crashed and
burned his plane in the pursuit of glory. But no one cared
- it was “VIRTUAL”. Finally, after battling all of nature’s
elements, Team One emerged the victor for the evening
with a low time of 2:08 min. Teams Two, Three and Four
scored times of 2:47 min., 2:35 min., and 2:15 min.,
respectively.
Congratulations to the Flyers of Team One: Bob Reynolds,
Curtis Underdue, Nick Lovisolo, Bill Streb, and Lou Pinto.
A special thanks to Russ Rhine for keeping the official
times and not accepting any bribes, to Doug Frie for
judging, and to Tom McManus and Phil Friedensohn for
organizing the Virtual Fun Fly.
To all the team participants and fellow Merokes who
cheered them on, we salute - a job well done. Remember,
have fun, be HAPPY – it’s VIRTUAL.

Can not attend the meeting on April
12th to vote on these proposed changes?
Fill out the Proxy Form on Page 7 and
have your representative bring it to the
meeting.
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At the February Show and Tell, Mark Klein

Show and Tell

showed the decals he made for Nose Art

st

(see article on page 6) for an airplane.

Show and Tell on February 1 was a tremendous success.

Following is the procedure for making decals using

Eight Meroke members discussed a wide assortment of

the special decal paper Mark used. The paper is $8.50

items. Mark’s discussion of making Nose Art decals even

for a quantity of ten (10) 8-1/2” by 11” sheets, plus

resulted in 2 articles in this month’s Smoke Signals. And

shipping. The website is beldecal.com.

Al Cagan’s tip is highlighted in the March 2007 issue of
Model Airplane News.

·

·

Step #1: Design your decals using any graphic
software program. (Use 8 1/2 " x 11" sheet INK
JET Decal Paper or cut sheet into half if
desired.)
Step #2: Set your printer as follows:
o
o
o

Resolution = Best
Paper = Photo Gloss
(Print your decal on the glossy side of
INK JET Decal Paper.)

·

Step #3: Spray your printed sheet evenly with
Krylon Acrylic Crystal Clear High Gloss spray until
the sheet has a shine (2-3 coats). Allow 30 to 60
minutes to dry and set.

·

Step #4: Cut out your image using a standard pair
of sharp household scissors.

·

Step #5: Place decal into a cup of clean water for
45-60 seconds and remove when the thin decal
film begins to slip along backing. (Discard backing
material after the decal has been removed)

·

Step #6: Apply decal airplane and appreciate how
easy it was to make.

·

Al Cagan with his servo wire restraints

·

Gunter with his Ultima 310

·

Tony Pollio and his F-18 Hornet

·

Charlie with an assortment of “toy” planes

·

Ron Berg with his .40 size Extra

·

Ernie with his Chinese engine

·

Charlie Lando with the rebuilding of his Mariner

·

Mark with his Nose Art decals

Gunter went home with the winning gallon of fuel. Why
not participate – and share with the rest of the club.

Canadian Air Force pilots training on the
newly upgraded F-18 Super Hornets
(and they protect our Northern Borders?)

Meroke By-Laws Changes Vote - Proxy Form
I, ______________________ (print name), hereby authorize _________________ (print name),
to vote in my stead on the matter of the Meroke By-Laws changes.

____________________ (sign name)
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Homemade Battery Pack
I had several extra 23 00 MAH Energizer NiH batteries
that were begging to be
used. So – I decided to
see if I could assemble a
battery pack from them.

Tip

I recently put together a Twist 60, and,
as I have found in the past with onepiece wing models – my aileron extension
wires were way too long. When putting

the wing on the airplane, I had to cram them into the
fuselage, being very careful not to get them near the
servos. I came up with a simple, but effective idea which

By using 16 gauge solid

I submitted to Model Airplane News. They published it

copper wire and silver

in the March 2007 issue.

solder, I connected them
create a

First, cut a circular piece of ¼ inch foam slightly larger

nominal 6 volt battery

than the hole in the wing for the aileron wires. Cut a

pack.

Then I wrapped

small slit in the center of the foam, and one at a time,

them in 3M packing tape

push each connector end through. Glue the foam circle

and PVC electrical tape.

over the hole. Now the servo connectors are easy to use,

in

series to

stay outside of the wing and can be adjusted so that
The result is shown in the accompanying photo. It cycles

there is no excess wire to wrap around other servos in

to 2100+ MAH and charges to 6 volts. The cost need not

the fuselage.

be more than $13.99 for the batteries and another
$2.00 or so for the universal male connector. In total, it
weighs about 5 ounces.
I understand that one of our members has tried making
his own packs in the past, but damaged a cell or so with
the heat of soldering. Be cautious if you decide to try
this.

FOR SALE!
Mark Klein (516-326-0855) is selling his Giles 202 ARF
(previously shown as a monthly raffle prize) for $100.
Bill Streb has a large assortment of kits and ARFs for
sale. Give Bill a call at 516-378-4872.
Call Bob Weber at 631-608-8209 for a V-MAR Extra
300L ARF, with a JR F400 radio and an MDS .58 engine.
All items are NEW and only for $325 (will break down
and sell items individually).
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Meroke Members - March 2007
Abruzzo, Tom
Acovino, Fiore
Anzaldi, Frank
Battaglia, Peter
Bell, David
Berg, Allen
Berg, Ron
Betts, Rob
Blum, Stan
Boll, Patrick*
Boll, Richard
Cagan, Alan
Carley, George
Cieslewicz, Joe*
Closs, George
Colquhoun, Robert**
Comerford, Matthew
Cott, Thomas
Crescenzo, Massimo
Cruz-Ortiz, Angel
Czeto, Joseph
DeFranza, Jack
DeSena, John
Di Bartolomeo, Bob
Doell, Gunter
Dormeus, Emile
Dougherty, Bill
Elbers, Mike
Evangelatos, Ted
Folz, Charles
Frey, Richard
Frie, Douglas
Friedensohn, Philip
Garavelli, Gene
Gatto, Greg
Giattini, Peter*
Giraldo, Jose
Giroffi, Nick
Gramegna, Daniel
Greenberg, Martin
Grimaldi, Tony
Guiffre, Nicholas
Hammer, Alvan
Hajohn, Philip
Heaney, Richard
Henken, Robert
Heinz, Peter

516-796-2078
516-432-1730
516-775-4956
516-771-0047
516-633-0034
516-781-3911
516-313-2866
631-225-6744
516-623-5839
516-596-1613
516-596-1613
516-378-0393
516-798-6709
516-781-6236
631-209-2022
516-735-0255
516-698-1354
516-433-1441
718-296-2096
718-358-6581
516-938-6268
516-741-7581
516-759-2555
516-433-5608
516-804-3144
516-328-2988
516-931-0091
516-379-3185
516-222-0855
631-587-7471
516-593-1444
516-481-4089
718-896-1339
516-796-5540
516-371-1204
516-326-1793
516-783-4057
516-681-7036
516-795-4837
516-678-2935
516-872-0683
516-721-3840
516-731-0755
516-541-6694
516-931-0620
516-433-3444
631-477-0320

Henery, Herb
Hubner, William
Karnik, Nikhil
Klein, Mark
Koenig, Gerald*
Koenig, Jerry
Koenig, Samantha*
Kolakowski, Gene
Korderas, Chris
Korderas, John*
Kreutel, Irving**
Lando, Charles
Lang Sr., Tom
Lang, Frank
Leibman, Jerry
Lima, John**
Lobozza, Mike
Loffredo, Steven*
Longo, Joe
Lovisolo, Michael*
Lovisolo, Nicholas*
Mandel, Ken
Maran, Bob
Markel, Andy
Mazzella, Anthony
Mazzella Jr., Anthony*
McClay, Bob
McGrath, Frank
McManus, Thomas
Messina, Roland
Meyer, Charles
Miceli, Philip
Miranda, Elias
Monti, John
Montoya, Daniel
Moses, Richard
Mueller, Kurt
Murphy, Linda
Murphy, Timothy
Nonnemacher, Ralph**
Nurhan, Said
Nurhan, Steven*
O’Grady, Terry
Oneta, Tom
Ortiz, Henry**
Patterson, Lyndon
Pawlak, John

631-665-6274
516-798-0077
973-570-8138
516-326-0855
516-579-7643
516-796-0481
516-579-7643
516-599-3875
516-756-0908
516-756-0908
516-799-7422
516-826-4054
718-225-5537
718-225-5537
516-334-1153
516-872-6698
516-735-3348
516-561-3198
516-781-7144
516-520-1631
516-520-1631
516-935-3536
631-399-2420
516-623-4480
631-922-0131
631-922-0131
516-390-5361
631-368-8646
516-644-5798
516-735-8193
516-593-4006
516-798-8291
516-454-7917
516-777-7025
631-969-5679
516-378-1804
516-799-0635
631-369-8891
516-837-8473
516-352-1782
516-546-6666
516-546-6666
516-678-4766
516-0741-1374
516-354-1496
516-410-3901
718-565-7130

Pedalino, Tony
Perry, Keith
Peters, Robert**
Pinto, Louis
Pollio, Tony
Porqueddu, Rick
Ramos, Nelson
Restivo, Charlie
Reynolds, Bob
Rhine, Russell
Richichi, Sal
Rifkin, Andrew
Rosenberg, Stuart
Rosenthal, Larry
Rothman, Stan**
Rubinson, Al
Savarese, Frank**
Savarese, Pat**
Schack, Ernie**
Schroeder, James*
Schroeder, Len
Schulaski, John
Schulkind, Harold
Scotto, Tom
Seddio, Sal**
Severance, Chris*
Severance, John
Sito, Patrick
Smith, Ed
Smith, Robin
Stone, Jack**
Stamile, Ray
Streb, Bill
Strobel, Frank
Townsend, John**
Tramuta, Jack
Underdue, Curtis
Weiner, Al
Wohlgemuth, Bob
Zafonte, John
Zarem, Bernard**

718-894-3363
516-551-9514
631-691-3986
516-785-6890
516-794-9637
516-796-3842
631-420-2889
631-271-3226
516-775-4377
516-484-0368
516-798-6036
516-766-7109
631-424-2999
516-333-7309
516-826-6723
516-798-6991
718-726-7794
516-735-3277
516-481-1814
516-596-9747
516-599-0235
516-680-3952
718-225-1388
516-731-3257
516-747-8122
516-735-2458
516-735-2458
516-437-5648
516-466-5420
516-433-3060
609-395-9908
516-887-8766
516-378-4872
516-768-8256
516-785-1965
516-524-5164
917-213-4459
516-868-5674
516-546-6717
516-561-3087
516-735-9329

* Junior Members
** Lifetime Members
Regular Members
Total Members

13
14
108
135

The Meroke RC Club supports these local hobby shops
Big Apple Hobbies
171-67 46th Avenue
Flushing, NY 12345
718-460-5671
sales@bigapplehobbies.com
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Long Island Raceway & Hobby
909 Conklin Street
Farmingdale, NY 12345
631-845-7223
bnator77@aol.com

Willis Hobbies
123 Willis Avenue
Mineola, NY 12345
516-742-5599
steve@willishobbies.com

Xtreme Hobbies
1815 Deer Park Avenue
Deer Park, NY 11729
631-254-9873
www.xtremehobbyshop.com
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Looks like Lenny’s A-20 project is
moving along very nicely.

He is in

the process of covering the model
and it won’t be too long till we see
it up in the air at Cedar Creek.
Charlie Lando passed on information
about the Air Heritage Museum at
the Beaver County Airport in PA.
They are restoring a full-size A-20
and lots of great information about
the A-20 and other projects (B-17)
can be found on their website
(airheritage.com).

Thanks Charlie

for passing this information on to
the club.

The Smoke Signals is published monthly by the Merokes Radio Control Club located in Long Island, New York. For information E-mail
merokenews@optonline.net. Views expressed in Smoke Signals are those of the writers. They do not necessarily represent the views of the club,
its members, or officers.

Smoke Signals welcomes all letters and comments. Permission is granted to reproduce anything printed in Smoke

Signals as long as the source and author are credited.
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