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SMOKE SIGNALS

The Meroke RC Club will hold its second AMA sanctioned “NIGHT
FLIGHT” on Saturday October 19th. Th last event in May was a great
success. Tell your neighbors and your friends, when darkness falls
the planes light up and so does the sky.

Calendar

OCTOBER 3, 2013
Club Meeting
OCTOBER 17, 2013
Club Meeting

MEROKE RC
CLUB
FLIGHT NIGHT
OUR SECOND - AMA SANCTIONED

OCTOBER 19, 2013
Meroke second AMA
Sponsored “Flight Night”
Lufbery Aerodrome
4:00pm - 9:00pm
*** For more information on
upcoming events go to
www.liama.org and click on
the events calendar.

OPEN TO ELECTRIC ONLY
LUFBERY AERODROME

CEDAR CREEK PARK SEAFORD, NY

SATURDAY OCTOBER 19, 2013
4:00 PM - 9:00 PM
PRE EVENT DATE REGISTRATION FEE $5
EVENT DATE REGISTRATION FEE $10
Free Food for all Pilots

All Flyers must have a Valid AMA Card contact Alan Berg
at Email extragiles@yahoo.com for registration.
Limited to 40 pilots.Limited to 40 pilots.

YOUR 2014 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE
DUE NEXT MONTH, PLEASE PAY
ON TIME!

BIRTHDAYS
Oct 13

Michael Cheung

Oct 23 Allen Berg
Oct 23 Raymond Ortega
Oct 27 Russell Rhine

Send all suggestions to:
newsletter@meroke.com

OCTOBER 2013 YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU! PLEASE VOLUNTEER!!!"
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Written and Photographed by Marc Trager

On Sunday, September 8, 2013
the Merokes had their annual
picnic at Cedar Creek Park.
The weather was terrific and
the attendance was excellent.
Hot dogs, hamburgers and
sausage were on the menu
along with various salads,
drinks and an assortment of
desserts.

This year the club hosted a
Delta Dart flying competition. All
members built their own airplane
from kits supplied by our club
and were timed to see whose
plane stayed aloft the longest.
Congratulations to Richard Boll,
Sherwin Smith and Jerry
Leibman who were all prize
winners.
Many thanks to all who contributed to
make this year ’s event another
successful one.
Special thanks to Al Weiner, Lou Pinto
and Allen Berg for manning the grills
and “camp counselor” Nelson Ramos
who provided entertainment to both
young guests and members
supervising the egg on a spoon, water
balloon and Frisbee competitions.
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This article was sent to me by Phil Friedensohn and comes from “MODEL AIRPLANE
ELECTRIC FLIGHT” written by David Scott.

Actually, pilots should begin their flying
careers by using rudder from the very
beginning. One of the ways we used to help
beginner pilots is by programming in an
aileron/rudder mix from the very start. This
improves the plane’s performance by
eliminating adverse yaw, which is the
opposite yaw or skid inherent with aileron
deflections on flat-bottom-wing planes, the
very ones many new pilots start with. What is
important is that adverse yaw grows worse at
slower speeds and/or with larger inputs. This
is why some pilots, who seem to fly around
OK, struggle with controlling their planes during landing.
By coordinating rudder deflection with the aileron (rudder moving in the same
direction), you prevent the nose from skidding to the left. Adverse yaw is thus
prevented; banks and corrections, even rolls, will be smooth and axial, and you
will feel more connected to the plane.
When a loop-or any maneuver related to one-is performed in a crosswind, the
airplane will drift sideways with the wind during the slower portion of the loop.
This drift will generally happen as the plane rounds over the top of the loop.
Consequently, a loop that was entered on a parallel flight path with the runway
will exit downwind-no longer tracking parallel. If you don’t use the rudder, you will
have to do a number of corrections afterwards to reestablish the preferred
parallel track taken at the start of the loop.
To correct cross-wing drift, apply rudder in the opposite direction the wind is
blowing. For example, if the crosswind will blow the plane to the left, a rightrudder wind correction would prevent it. Ailerons are for keeping the wings level
before and during a loop. Don’t try to correct wind drift by creating a new [wing]
deviation using aileron; sideways wind drift is a function of yaw, not roll.
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My thanks to Richard Boll for sending the following to me. His fear was that it was too long for the
Newsletter, but after seeing the story i felt that length should not stop us from recognizing these brave,
brave men who helped shape the world we know today.

Doolittle Raiders - A Final Toast
On Tuesday, in Fort Walton Beach,
Florida, the surviving Doolittle Raiders
gathered publicly for the last time.

They once were among the most
universally admired and revered men in
the United States. There were 80 of the
Raiders in April 1942,when they carried
out one of the most courageous and
heart-stirring military operations in this
nation's history. The mere mention of
their unit's name, in those years, would
bring tears to the eyes of grateful
Americans.

Now only four survive.
OCTOBER 2013 YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU! PLEASE VOLUNTEER!!!"
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After Japan's sneak attack on
Pearl Harbor, with the United
States reeling and wounded,
something dramatic was needed
to turn the war effort around.
Even though there were no
friendly airfields close enough to
Japan for the United States to
launch a retaliation, a daring plan
was devised. Sixteen B-25s were
modified so that they could take
off from the deck of an aircraft
carrier. This had never before
been tried -- sending such big,
heavy bombers from a carrier.

The 16 five-man crews, under the
command of Lt. Col. James Doolittle, who
himself flew the lead plane off the USS
Hornet, knew that they would not be able
to return to the carrier. They would have to
hit Japan and then hope to make it to
China for a safe landing.

But on the day of the raid, the
Japanese military caught wind
of the plan. The Raiders were
told that they would have to
take off from much farther out
in the Pacific Ocean than they
had counted on. They were
told that because of this they
would not have enough fuel to
make it to safety.
And those men went anyway.

OCTOBER 2013 YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU! PLEASE VOLUNTEER!!!"

PAGE 5

THE MEROKE RC CLUB - EST. 1963 - Member - !&(,(

!"#$%&'!(#)%%(*+"%,")*!*+'%(''"-&(.&"#

They bombed Tokyo, and then flew as far as they could. Four planes crash-landed; 11 more
crews bailed out, and three of the Raiders died. Eight more were captured; three were
executed. Another died of starvation in a Japanese prison camp. One crew made it to Russia.

The Doolittle Raid sent a message from the United States to its enemies, and to the rest of the
world: We will fight. And, no matter what it takes, we will win. Of the 80 Raiders, 62 survived
the war. They were celebrated as national heroes, models of bravery. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
produced a motion picture based on the raid; "Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo," starring Spencer
Tracy and Van Johnson, was a patriotic and emotional box-office hit, and the phrase became
part of the national lexicon. In the movie-theater previews for the film, MGM proclaimed that it
was presenting the story "with supreme pride."
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Beginning in 1946, the surviving Raiders have
held a reunion each April, to commemorate the
mission. The reunion is in a different city each
year. In 1959, the city of Tucson, Arizona, as a
gesture of respect and gratitude, presented the
Doolittle Raider with a set of 80 silver goblets.
Each goblet was engraved with the name of a
Raider.

Every year, a wooden display case bearing all 80
goblets is transported to the reunion city. Each
time a Raider passes away, his goblet is turned
upside down in the case at the next reunion, as
his old friends bear solemn witness.

Also in the wooden case is a bottle
of 1896 Hennessy Very Special cognac. The
year is not happenstance: 1896 was when
Jimmy Doolittle was born.
There has always been a plan: When there
are only two surviving Raiders, they would
open the bottle, at last drink from it, and toast
their comrades who preceded them in death.
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As 2013 began, there were five living Raiders; then, in February, Tom Griffin passed
away at age 96.
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What a man he was. After bailing out of his plane over a
mountainous Chinese forest after the Tokyo raid, he became ill
with malaria, and almost died. When he recovered, he was sent to
Europe to fly more combat missions. He was shot down, captured,
and spent 22 months in a German prisoner of war camp.
The selflessness of these men, the sheer guts ... there was a
passage in the Cincinnati Enquirer obituary for Mr. Griffin that,
on the surface, had nothing to do with the war, but that
emblematizes the depth of his sense of duty and devotion:
"When his wife became ill and needed to go into a nursing home,
he visited her every day. He walked from his house to the nursing
home, fed his wife and at the end of the day brought home her
clothes. At night, he washed and ironed her clothes. Then he
walked them up to her room the next morning. He did that for
three years until her death in 2005."
So now, out of the original 80, only four Raiders remain: Dick
Cole (Doolittle's co-pilot on the Tokyo raid), Robert Hite,
Edward Saylor and David Thatcher. All are in their 90s. They have
decided that there are too few of them for the public reunions to
continue.
The events in Fort Walton Beach this week will mark the end. It
has come full circle; Florida's nearby Eglin Field was where the
Raiders trained in secrecy for the Tokyo mission. The town is
planning to do all it can to honor the men: a six-day celebration
of their valor, including luncheons, a dinner and a parade.
Do the men ever wonder if those of us for whom they helped save
the country have tended to it in a way that is worthy of their
sacrifice? They don't talk about that, at least not around other
people. But if you find yourself near Fort Walton Beach this
week, and if you should encounter any of the Raiders, you might
want to offer them a word of thanks. I can tell you from
firsthand observation that they appreciate hearing that they are
remembered.
The men have decided that after this final public reunion they
will wait until a later date -- some time this year -- to get
together once more, informally and in absolute privacy. That is
when they will open the bottle of brandy. The years are flowing
by too swiftly now; they are not going to wait until there are
only two of them.
They will fill the four remaining upturned goblets.

And raise them in a toast to those who are gone.
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THEIR 70th ANNIVERSARY PHOTO

OCTOBER 2013 YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU! PLEASE VOLUNTEER!!!"

PAGE 10

