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In less than eighty years, aviation has grown, boomed, and declined on Long Island. 
However Long Island has helped transform aviation from a dangerous sport to a viable 
means of transportation. It has also produced a large portion of the nation's aerial arsenal 
in time of war. The many record-setting and historic flights that transpired here, and the 
many aviation companies that developed here made aviation the integral part of our world 
that it is today.

Long Island was geographically a natural airfield. The Island itself is ideally placed at the 
eastern edge of the United States, at the western edge of the Atlantic Ocean, and 
adjacent to America's most populous city. This made it the ideal focal point for most 
transatlantic and transcontinental flights. Furthermore, the central area of Nassau County, 
known as the Hempstead Plains, was the only natural prairie east of the Allegheny 
Mountains. This proved to be an ideal flying field, treeless and flat, with only tall grasses 
and scattered farm houses. The Hempstead Plains were to be the scene of intense 
aviation activity for over fifty years.

N e w s l e t t e r

iiiii

N e w s l e t t e r

SMOKE SIGNALS
I always thought that Long Island was called the “Cradle of Aviation” because Charles Lindbergh took off from Roosevelt field on 
his historic transatlantic flight, so I figured I would go to the Cradle of Aviation Museum web site and see if they had the 
information I was looking for and yes they had it under the heading LONG ISLAND HERITAGE. Below is an excerpt from that 
page. You can read the entire story at cradleofaviation.org/history/heritage.html.

The Aviation Heritage of Long Island
by Joshua Stoff, Curator, Cradle of Aviation Museum

http://www.meroke.com
http://www.meroke.com
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
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Send all suggestions to:
newsletter@meroke.com 

OCTOBER 2, 2014
Club Meeting
SHOW & TELL

OCTOBER 16, 2014
Club Meeting
EDUCATION SERIES
“R/C Plane  Repairs”

iiiiiS M O K E   S I G N A L S

Calendar

Oct 13  Michael Cheung

Oct 23       Allen Berg

Oct 27       Russell Rhine

BIRTHDAYS

The following comes from Tony Pollio who was kind enough to send this along for inclusion in the Newsletter, although the pilot 
may not be as enthusiastic as I am. .

Sending pictures of plane that was attempting to land on runway 2 when the left 
wing hit the runway 1 windsock pole spun around and came to rest on the 
impound roof. You may want to include one or more pictures in a future 
newsletter.
Tony Pollio

http://www.meroke.com
http://www.meroke.com
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
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Don’t you just hate it when an article starts off with a question? Me too! But 
sometimes it does serve the purpose of grabbing the reader’s attention. 
With that in mind, how often have you been to a scale modeling event and 
wondered, “How the heck did he do that?” Whether it’s  a technique in 
painting, applying an aluminum finish, panel lines, rivets, screw heads, 
hatches, sliding canopy, or whatever, we’re frequently blown away by 
stellar craftsmanship.

iiiiiS M O K E   S I G N A L S
This article was sent to me for publication by Phil Friedensohn a regular contributor to the Newsletter.

Rivet Detail Made Easy (well, easier!)
Article by Frank Tiano -Jun 10, 2014

I consider myself an average modeler. Really! 
But I have been surrounded by world-class 
modelers almost my entire adult life, and I do 
consider myself smart, so I’ve learned things. 
I have been in close encounters of the fourth 
kind with the likes of Dave Platt, Bob Violett, 
Denny DeWeese, Jerry Caudle, and Bob 
Curry, and I soaked up their techniques like a 
piece of tissue on a razor cut. Funny, I 
remember one time in 1984 when I invited 
Dave and Bob to a Christmas party. After a 
couple of toddies, I walked them into my 
workshop and unveiled my brand-spanking-
new Ki-61 Tony — my best effort to date. Both 
looked at me and said, almost in unison, “You 
know you’re gonna have to repaint that thing, don’t you?” And I did! So enough of the prelude, let’s get 
on with the main attraction.

One of the most obvious enhancements that can be done to a scale model is adding panel lines and 
some sort of rivet detail. I know that some go giant steps further and add screw heads and assorted 
other fasteners, but to make a basic model perk up, adding just those panel lines and rivets can do 
wonders. I have given this a lot of thought, meaning, how to make the explanation as simple as possible, 
because, it really is simple! The two techniques go hand in hand, but to do it correctly, the panel lines 
should be done first. We’ll use the wing as an example but the same procedures will be applied to the 
fuselage and tail group.

http://www.meroke.com
http://www.meroke.com
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.modelairplanenews.com/blog/2014/06/10/rivet-detail-made-easy-well-easier/
http://www.modelairplanenews.com/blog/2014/06/10/rivet-detail-made-easy-well-easier/
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.modelairplanenews.com/blog/2014/06/10/rivet-detail-made-easy-well-easier/
http://www.modelairplanenews.com/blog/2014/06/10/rivet-detail-made-easy-well-easier/
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A little package of Chartpak drafting tape can be found 
online for about $5 or less. It’s  available in range of colors 
and widths. But look for the “flat”- or “crepe”-style tape 
because they pull off easier. To do an average 80-inch 
model, you’ll need about three rolls.

2 Get several rolls of Chartpak drafting tape, and lay the 
tape down over the drawn lines. I use 1/32-inch-wide tape 
on 1/5-scale, or larger, models, and 1/64-inch-wide tape on 
⅙-scale, or smaller, models. The adhesive on the tape is 
strong enough that if you make an error you can lift it and 
then lay it back down — unless you didn’t wipe down the 
sanded surface with a cleaner and the sanding dust 
messes up the adhesive side of the tape.

Of course, your finished 
model will only be as good as 
your documentation. Be sure 
to get scale drawings before 
starting!

iiiiiS M O K E   S I G N A L S

PANEL LINES

A good-looking, detailed surface 
begins with using good-quality 
primers.

1 To start, you need a clean canvas. A 
smooth, sanded surface is  a must. Then, 
add one light coat of primer. Lightly sand 
the primer, backfill any obnoxious  dings 
or scratches, spot prime, and sand 
again. Then wipe the surface down with 

denatured alcohol or another solvent that won’t disturb your primer. We use K36 primer from PPG or 
Epoxy Primer from Klass  Kote. If you prefer rattle-can primer, just be careful. Use a ruler to lay out 
where you want the panel lines and draw their position on the wing’s surface with a pencil.

http://www.meroke.com
http://www.meroke.com
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
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Here are the brass rivet-cutting 
tubes. The bottom tool has the 
correctly honed tubing installed. 
The upper tool has a piece of 
tubing that has made about 24 
rivets and has not yet been 
sharpened on the “inside” with a 
no. 11 hobby blade.
.

Rivets can be simulated in several ways. They can be applied with strip of dry-transfer markings from 
Pro-Mark, burned in with a wood burning tool, simulated with tiny drops of glue, or burnished in with a 
piece of brass tubing. Glue drop rivets are the simplest and should be done before the final coats of 
color paint are applied.

Draw the lines where you want to apply a string of rivets and lay down small drops of Pacer’s  Canopy 
Glue that has been thinned 25% with water. Squadron, an 
online hobby shop, has the application bottles with a hollow 
metal tube, and they dispense the perfect drop! After the glue-
drop rivets have dried, go ahead and paint. As long as you keep 
the size in perspective, these rivets offer a very reasonable 
facsimile of full-scale rivets. If you figure that the average full-
scale rivet has a half-inch diameter head, it’s simple math to 
determine what diameter they should be on your model.

iiiiiS M O K E   S I G N A L S

MAKING RIVETS

This  shows the panel lines immediately after removing 
the Chartpak drafting tape. Notice the nice, crisp edges.

3 Now that the panel lines are duplicated in the drafting 
tape, you can opt for the panel lines to be “innies” or 
“outies.” In other words, you can proceed to prime and 
paint over the drafting tape, which gives the effect of 
panels, or you can lay down several light coats of primer, 
letting the primer build up just over the tape, then remove 
the tape in about three or four hours, leaving a channel 
or indentation to represent the panel lines. There are 
times when either or both may look appropriate. Like I 
said, it’s your choice. In either case, lightly sand and 
apply the color coats. The panel lines will be there 
forever.

To keep the 1/8-inch diameter brass tube sharp, I run it 
at full power against a coarse sanding stick or similar 
product.

http://www.meroke.com
http://www.meroke.com
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
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3 Sometimes I make these rivets before I paint and other times I make them after. In the case of the 
Macchi 200 I used for this demo, I did them all after painting. I then used #0000 steel wool to give the 
finish a weathered look and a pencil to darken the panel lines if the primer color showing is a bit too 
light. The effect is really quite realistic!

I realize that the number of guys who 
actually “build” anything has dwindled. I 
also know that many modelers  already 
know a lot of these techniques. However, I 
can think of a few other techniques that 
might be of benefit to some, like fastening 
landing gear doors, making perfect-fitting 
hatches, simulating raised panels, and a 
slew of other stuff. But there needs  to be 
some input from you — so send me an 
email via MAN@airage.com or leave a 
post on the Model Airplane News 
Facebook page and let us know which 
techniques you’d like to see covered in a 
future article.

Until next time, your hatch is closed!

2 Eventually, the brass tube will wear down, so I just replace it with a fresh piece and start again. It 
doesn’t take much pressure for the sharpened tube to wear through the paint and leave a darn good-
looking facsimile of a rivet head. With a 1/8-inch diameter, it’s  the perfect size for any 1/5-scale, or 
larger, model. It does require a steady hand to do this, but after a few practice rivets, your brain will take 
over and help you become less jittery during placement.

iiiiiS M O K E   
1 The technique I use to simulate rivets is one that 
I developed myself after watching my old friend 
Charlie Chambers do it manually with a 
sharpened brass tube glued into a piece of a 
hardwood dowel. I take 1/8-inch brass tubing, cut 
it into 1-inch-long pieces, and chuck one of them 
into a Dremel tool. I run the tool at full speed, 
rubbing the brass tube against any kind of 
abrasive surface to sharpen it. 
Here’s the  bottom of the Macchi’s wing, showing 
rivet heads alongside small button head screws. 
The odd piece on the left is one of the door 
covers. You can see the pencil line that was 
drawn for alignment.

Try and hold the Dremel tool as upright as possible 
to get even distribution of the tubing against the 
surface. If you are a little off, it will make a less-
than-perfect impression. Some of these are good 
when mixed in with perfect ones!

http://www.meroke.com
http://www.meroke.com
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
mailto:MAN@airage.com
mailto:MAN@airage.com
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
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When the pilot with the jet-black hair 
and movie-star smile asked if anyone 
would care to come up and see the 
cockpit, he wasn't surprised that a 
couple of his  25 passengers readily 
agreed.

After all, this was the moment that 
M i ra S lovak and h is  two co-
conspirators had been anticipating for 
two years. Slovak, the youngest 
c a p t a i n i n t h e s t a t e - r u n 
Czechoslovakian Airlines, hated 
communism and so did his friends. 
That's why they concocted their 
desperate plan to hijack his  DC-3, 
overpowering its small crew and 
evading Russian MiGs so they could fly to freedom in the West.

Slovak landed at an American military base in West Germany, immediately making headlines as a Cold 
War hero. But his dramatic 1953 defection was only the beginning.

Immigrating to the U.S. with two shirts  and little English beyond "coffee and cherry pie," he became a 
crop-duster, a daredevil aerobatic pilot and a national champion speedboat racer, roaring across waters 
from coast to coast at nearly 200 mph. In 1968 he flew a tiny motor glider with a 36-horsepower 
Volkswagen engine from Germany to California, crash-landing and nearly killing himself just 19 feet from 
the runway at his final destination in Santa Paula.

The next year, he made the same trip in reverse, without the near-death experience.

Slovak, who joked that he was "born chicken, absolute chicken" but loved to fling his hands over his 
head while flying an open-cockpit plane upside-down 50 feet off the ground, died Monday of stomach 
cancer at his Fallbrook home. He was 84.

Mira Slovak dies at 84; Cold War defector flew to freedom and fame

iiiiiS M O K E   S I G N A L S
I received this e-mail from a former ABC Sports colleague this past July and knew this was one great story for our Newsletter. 
This story comes from the LA Times LA Times and was written by Steve Chawkins.

Mira Slovak in the cockpit in 1976. After flying a Czech Airlines DC-3 to 
freedom in 1953, he wound up in the U.S. and became a crop-duster, a 

daredevil aerobatic pilot and a national champion speedboat racer. 
(Los Angeles Times)

I am guessing you never heard of Mira Slovak... The connection here is that Mira was our expert commentator on the Reno Air 
Races in 1968 on ABC's Wide World of Sports (I am not even sure that I trust my own memory on this).
Mira died last week at 85.  His story is really fascinating (read below).  He said in his on-camera, with his thick Czechoslovakian 
accent, that he had suffered some serious crashes in his days as a pilot and had destroyed several planes and "... a little bit my 
body".

http://www.meroke.com
http://www.meroke.com
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.latimes.com/la-bio-steve-chawkins-staff.html
http://www.latimes.com/la-bio-steve-chawkins-staff.html
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"He'd mapped out the route and was quite 
serious about it," said his longtime friend 
Ingrid Bondi, a former Continental Airlines 

flight attendant who lived with him for 28 years. Slovak was a pilot for Continental, retiring in 1986.
Born Oct. 25, 1929, in Cifer, Czechoslovakia, Miroslav Jan Slovak was the son of a grain merchant. During Nazi 
occupation in World War II his family hid two Jewish families in their farmhouse basement, according to David 
Williams, who is writing a Slovak biography.
When he was 17 Slovak became a Czech airman. He rose quickly, especially after a Soviet purge of  the Czech 
military in the late 1940s. By the time he was 21 he was a captain assigned to the state airline.

He also was an ardent, if secret, anti-communist.

"I saw  friends disappear, property gone, a place full of  betrayal and informers," he told Sports Illustrated in 1960. "I 
thought if I stayed I would be shot or in prison. I don't know."
Slovak chose to defect on the night of a full moon — March 23, 1953. After smuggling guns on board and locking 
his copilot, navigator and flight engineer in a baggage compartment, he quieted frenzied passengers with a bone-
rattling dive of  more than 1,000 feet. Flying low  to avoid detection by Russian fighter planes, he knew  he was over 
West Germany when he saw neon lights.

"Everyone was trying to sell," he told an interviewer. "It was a free country."
In Frankfurt and then in Washington, D.C., U.S. intelligence officials grilled him for months, said Williams, 
executive director of the Hydroplane and Raceboat Museum in Kent, Wash. In return for his cooperation, the CIA 
introduced him to Bill Boeing Jr., a son of the aircraft magnate, who made Slovak his personal pilot

Boeing, owner of a 2,000-horsepower hydroplane called the Miss Wahoo, also thought Slovak would be an 
uninhibited boat racer.

Before his illness  was diagnosed late last year, Slovak was planning one more big trip: a flight from 
California to the Czech Republic in a vintage Bucker Jungmann biplane.

"He'd mapped out the route and was quite serious about it," said his longtime friend Ingrid Bondi, a former 
Continental Airlines flight attendant who lived with him for 28 years. Slovak was a pilot for Continental, retiring in 
1986.

Born Oct. 25, 1929, in Cifer, Czechoslovakia, 
Miroslav Jan Slovak was the son of a grain 
merchant. During Nazi occupation in World 
War II his family hid two Jewish families in 
their farmhouse basement, according to 
David Williams, who is writing a Slovak 
biography.
When he was 17 Slovak became a Czech 
airman. He rose quickly, especially after a 
Soviet purge of  the Czech military in the late 
1940s. By the time he was 21 he was a 
captain assigned to the state airline.
He also was an ardent, if  secret, anti-
communist.

iiiiiS M O K E   S I G N A L S

Mira Slovak takes to the skies above Southern California in 1971 to 
promote the upcoming Labor Day Air Show at Orange County 

International Raceway. (Los Angeles Times)

http://www.meroke.com
http://www.meroke.com
http://www.liama.org
http://thunderboats.ning.com/
http://thunderboats.ning.com/
http://www.bucker.info/
http://www.bucker.info/
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
http://www.liama.org
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iiiiiS M O K E   S I G N A L S
"I want a bachelor in my boat," Boeing told a reporter, 
"not a driver with a distraught wife on shore and a bunch 
of kids waving Daddy goodbye."

Within a decade Slovak, whose only previous  boating 
experience involved paddling, won three national titles at 
the helm of so-called unlimited hydroplanes — the 
fastest racing boats on the water. He also had most of 
his teeth knocked out, his  face sliced open and his 
kidneys badly injured. When he bailed out of the Tahoe 
Miss because its engine exploded at 195 mph, he broke 
his back and dislocated his hip.

"I got to know lots of nurses by their first name," he said.

Meanwhile, he relaxed with a little flying. He won a 
championship at the first Reno National Air Races in 1964, flew under the occasional bridge, and 
sometimes did aerobatics displays over speedboat races when he wasn't competing.

By 1968, he had a hangar at the Santa Paula airport, where he sold imported airplanes for many years. 
When he picked up his single-seat, 860-pound Fournier RF4 motor gilder in Germany, he named it the 
Spirit of Santa Paula.

With its  tiny engine, the Spirit got him — in numerous hops — across  the Atlantic. Over the Arctic he 
admitted to some fleeting anxiety: "I was  just hoping that the putt-putt Volkswagen ahead of me was 
never going to stop turning, and the little airplane never stop flying, because it would be a very long, 
lonely swim back to Greenland," he wrote in a journal.

All was well, until the Spirit approached Santa Paula. As some 2,000 people gathered at the airfield for a 
celebratory barbecue, Slovak was on his  final approach when he was caught in a vicious downdraft and 
crashed into a ditch.

"I fell out of the sky like somebody shot me down," he wrote. "That's the 
last thing I remember."

He broke his  back and most of his ribs. He was in a coma for a week. 
His recovery took nine months, giving him more than enough time to do 
another solo run back to Europe for the 1969 Paris Air Show.

Slovak's two marriages ended in divorce. He and Bondi lived in 
Montecito before moving to Florida and then, seven years ago, to 
northern San Diego County.

When the Hydroplane and Raceboat Museum built a working replica of 
the Miss Wahoo, Slovak provided technical advice.

"Mira being Mira, he asked if he could drive it by himself," said Williams, 
the museum's director. "At 81, he drove it just as hard and as fast as  in 
his day. He was spectacular."

http://www.meroke.com
http://www.meroke.com
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http://www.liama.org
http://www.airspacemag.com/flight-today/the-people-and-planes-of-santa-paula-6578919/%3Fno-ist=%26page=2
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