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BIRTHDAYS

MARCH 3
Club Meeting
Show & Tell
MARCH 17
Annual club Auction
HAPPY ST PATRICK’S DAY

t

Joseph Czeto
Patrick Boll
Dave Bell
Philip Friedensohn
Sherwin Smith

Send all suggestions to:
newsletter@meroke.com

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
March 17 - Meroke Winter clearance Auction - Hosted by Mark Klein - Get the best stuff your money can
buy. MAYBE!!!
April 21 Tom Hunt - AMA Hall of Fame Honoree , NEAT fair CD and Organizer, Aeronautical Design
Modeling Engineer - "Everything Electric" Discussion on all things from Design, construction, power plants and
how to understand all the electrical components.
May 20 Meroke Engine repair clinic - Bring us your tired, weak huddled engines to be reinvigorated with
new Bearings .
UPCOMING RAFFLE PRIZES
Roy Southard notes that the raffle prizes will be OS 46, Kaos, Dolphin gp/ep, Avistar gp/ep.
If you can not make a meeting have your buddy buy some raffle tickets for you and support our club.

FIELD SAFETY OFFICER REPORT
See meeting minutes.

MARCH 2016

YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU! PLEASE VOLUNTEER!!

PAGE !1

M E R O K E R C C L U B E S T. 1 9 6 3

MEMBER -

s m ok e s i gn al s

Type to enter text

MEETING MINUTES - February 4, 2016
The meeting was opened at 8:06 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: 24 members signed in.
January 21, 2016 minutes were read, accepted and seconded.
Report Of Officers:
President: President: 1) Mark reported that our auction will be on the second meeting in March followed by the Whitman
Flyers swap meet on the upcoming Saturday.
Mark ran down the duty roster for our upcoming Paintball event. The roster is as follows: A) Advertising; Russ, Dennis and
Charlie P. B) Field Clean-up; Mel, Charlie P., Ed W. and Lou. C) Event Set-up; Roy, Rich & Patrick Boll and Richy B.
Treasurer: Treasury is in excellent health.
Vice President: Joe asked for the names of all new 2015 members so he can include them in the Tag Program. Eppie is
providing pictures. The need for an additional shed was brought up but was tabled for discussion at a later date. Ed
Wiemann brought up the question of possibly asking Katie to see if the DPW could spray the runways with liquid sealer.
This idea was tabled for now to be discussed at a future B.O.D. meeting.
Footnote: Mel showed up late to a rousing applause from the membership. Now the meeting is official. (LOL)
Recording Secretary: No Report Corresponding Secretary: No Report
Video Librarian: Mark relayed to Mel that Paul donated a book to the library and was immediately grabbed up by the
Vice President. He became the first person of 2016 to take out something from the library.
Web Master: Ted reported that the web site is up to date.
Building Program: Nelson reported that this Saturdays lecture will be on Aircraft balancing. It will cover all types of wing
configurations. He also reported that he has leftover lecture information handouts from previous lectures if anyone is
interested. Mark suggested that he give them to Dennis to include in the newsletter over the course of the year. Nelson
replied that would be a good idea due to the fact that it is a lot of info for one newsletter.
Meeting Programs: No Report Flight Instruction: No Report Friends of Lufbery: No Report
Field Safety:1)Ted reported that during snow removal a large hole was dug in front of the runway and the dirt was piled
on the runway. This was reported to the office. It was further reported by a member that it had been straightened out.
2) Cracks in the runways are still a problem with new ones appearing as the season continued.
3) It was reported that damage was also done to the runway due to the dump trucks coming into the field and turning
around.
4) Ted reported it was agreed at the field controllers meeting that there was to be a revocation of some members blue
cards and these said members will be issued a yellow novice card until such time as they can pass the certification
tests again.
5) Ted reported that there will be stricter testing now to prevent a pilot from being passed who may not be ready. The test
will remain a two part test but now you will have to take it on two different days. If you pass the first one but fail the
second you will have two weeks to pass it or you will have to start all over again from the beginning. No if ands or buts.
6) It was also reported that more drones (quad copters as we know them) showing up at the field. when these flyers are
told that they are not allowed at the field, they leave and fly either along the roadway where the large dirt pile are or in
the Park parking lots or across the Parkway at the other park. If you see this happening please report it to the office so
the proper steps can be taken.
Membership: No first timers or any other potential new members but the membership put it to a vote to reinstate Paul
Furnato who was a member but was out of the club for some time.
Old Business: Refer to the President’s and Vice President’s reports.
New Business: Refer to the President’s report.
Raffle Winners: 1st Prize: Eppie Santiago: OS 61 2-stroke engine

2nd Prize: Nick Ferrante: 15% fuel
3rd Prize: Nick Ferrante: Epoxy
Meeting Adjourned at: 8:35 PM
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MEETING MINUTES - February 18, 2016
The meeting was opened at 8:02pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: 32 members signed in.

February 7, 2016 minutes were read, accepted and seconded.
Report Of Officers:
President: President: 1) Mark reported that he attended the LIAMA meeting at the Nassau Fliers Swap Meet and reported
that there was going to be another meeting at Edgewood and asked if anyone was interested in attending it. It will be on
Friday March 4th. Joe Petrozza volunteered to attend.
Mark reported that our field insurance is still not done but he talked to the AMA who responded that it’s no problem and that
Archie was on top of it. We got an extension until April.
The Club charter was renewed
Mark outlined the AMA stance on the trainer situation in which any member agreeing to take a club trainer and put it under his
FAA registration number must (SHOULD) fill out a waiver form which reverts liability back to the club in the event of a liability
situation. This relieves the member of any responsibility for that trainer
Mark brought up the subject of e-mails in that there is entirely too many e-mails sent out to the point that many are not reading
them. to prevent this glut of e-mails Mark wants all e-mails sent to him and the ones he deems important will be sent to Dennis
who in turn will send out to the membership.
Treasurer: Treasury is in excellent health.
Vice President: Joe asked for a show of hands on how many people are interested in taking a CPR course. He said that the
course can be taken on-line and then a representative will come to the meeting and administer an exam. The show of hands
determined that the interest was there and he asked for the members to submit their names.
Recording Secretary: No Report Corresponding Secretary: No Report Video Librarian: No Report
Web Master: No Report Flight Instruction: No Report Friends of Lufbery: No Report
Building Program: Nelson reported that there will be the regular building class this Saturday (2/20) but the February 27th
class will be cancelled because of the instructors will be at the WRAM show.
Meeting Programs and Field Safety: Being that Teddy was not in attendance Mark went to Phil for the report:
1) He reported that all was well at the field.
2) Phil reported on the reason Lou Schwab had to cancel and said that his presentation will be rescheduled for June.
3) Tom Hunt will be here in April to give a presentation on Electrics & Foamies.
4) Phil said that there will be an updated schedule in the newsletter.
Membership: No first timers or any other potential new members but Roger Scanlon was reinstated pending verification of his
AMA renewal. No membership vote was required.
Club Archives: Rich Waldmann reported that his work is coming along nicely but there is still a lot of stuff to sift through. He
mentioned that it might be an idea to possibly donate the archives to the Merrick library but there was a number of hurdles to
clear before that could become a reality.
Old Business: Refer to the President’s and Vice President’s reports.
New Business: Refer to the President’s report.
Raffle Winners: 1st Prize: Tony Pollio: OS 61 2-stroke
2nd Prize: Ajmal Shami: Digital Servo
3rd Prize: Mike Cheung: Analog Servo
4th Prize: (Leftover Bagels) Tim Vess
Footnote: Mel reported on the fuel orders that will have to be picked up at the Whitman Fliers Swap Meet. The cut-off date to
get your orders in will be the end of February.

Report of Officers Ended : 8:27PM… Meeting continued through 9:30 with the Bagel Smooze.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
I hope everyone enjoyed our first Meroke Bagel Smooze last month. We are always
looking for new ideas for getting together during the winter away from the field.
Thanks to all who made the program a success. Speaking about work, I’d like to
thank all members who have graciously stepped up and volunteered for the
upcoming Paintball Shootout. It’s not too late to volunteer and I know we will have
many more helpers as the event approaches.
As we approach the flying season, please remember to cycle your batteries, check
connections and take care of all those minor problem we put off last season. If for
any reason you’d rather not repair or are just tired of your plane, gear, electronics
and radios etc. you have the opportunity of making a few (in some cases very few)
dollars at our annual auction on March 17. We have invited a few clubs to join in on
the fun so your stuff may be someone else’s treasure!
Vice President Joe Petrozza will be attending the LIAMA meeting and will present the results at our meeting.
Finally, our raffles have been generating much interest so we’ll keep bringing you great items. Also we are
discussing closed raffles whereby a limited amount of tickets are sold for special items. Speak to the raffle
hosts Roy, Mike and I hope Dave Bell next time for details.

SHOW & TELL
Rich Waldman
showed off his
electric “STIK” made
by Electri-Fly. He also
scratch built a custom
cowl to make it look
more like a WWI
Eindecker.

Ed Wiemann
showed his new
“Killer Kaos” which
is a Bridie Kit. He
built it to replace the
one that was stolen
during the summer.

Tony Pollio showed of
his “Gulf Spirit” F-15
Super Scale jet that
he purchased from
Motion R/C. It is a
beautiful plane that
came with all servos
and retracts installed.

Joe Petrozza
showed his electric
Corsair. It is a
Hobby King kit
which he described
as a horrible kit that
had almost no
instructions and
wouldn’t recommend
it to anyone.

Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LveSc8Lp0ZE to see the story Tony told about the Israeli pilot who
landed his F-15 with one wing.
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ASK

DR PHIL

Dr. Phil,
A number of years ago, I heard a great lecture given by Frank Granelli, AMA magazine contributor,
at one of the Meroke Lecture series. The topic was all about proper airplane trimming for better
performance. Since we are now in the 2016 building season, can you revisit and summary the
balancing issues.
Thanks,
A. Humble Listener
Hi Humble.
I sure can paste and clue some thoughts on the subject. Why is balancing so important? An airplane that
is not properly balanced will fly poorly, or may not fly at all. If an airplane is nose heavy, it will be sluggish
in pitch maneuvers, tend to dive in turns, and make for some pretty fast landings. If it is tail heavy, it will be
extremely sensitive to pitch controls, and could snap at a moments notice. The old saying is: "A noseheavy plane won't fly well, and a tail-heavy plane won't fly long." Why wont a tail heavy plane fly correctly?
Think of an arrow. An arrow has a weight on one end of the shaft, and feathers on the other. If you held an
arrow horizontally and dropped it from a tall building, it would automatically point nose down because
there is a weight at one end with little wind resistance, while the other end is light with a large wind
resistance. If you added a large weight to the tail end of the arrow, it would not drop nose down. An
airplane is similar. Too much weight in the tail, and the tail wants to lead the way. Needless to say, if you're
flying along and the tail of your plane suddenly spins around to the front, it makes for a very interesting
flight. Check your plans and/or instructions. They will either tell you where it should balance, or show you
the location of the proper CG (Center of Gravity). Remember, to balance with an empty fuel tank. When
the tank is full the plane will be slightly nose heavy. But remember, nose heavy is better than tail heavy.
You don't want to use up your fuel, and then find that you have to land a tail-heavy airplane. In addition, if
you have a low wing plane, balance it upside down. Since a low wing plane is top heavy, the top will
sometimes try to flip over to the bottom. The amount of dihedral is a factor in this, but the bottom line is,
you will usually get a more accurate measurement if the plane is at rest and not trying to flip itself over.
(However lifting at the wing tips will sometimes cancel out this effect if there is enough dihedral).
Lastly, balance your plane laterally. First, the nose must be held. You can ask someone to hold the prop
for you, or if you're alone, you can set a block, or a paint can, or something similar under the spinner (or
under the engine's thrust plate). Then stand at the rear of the plane and put one finger under the fuse all
the way at the back and lift it a few inches off the table. Notice which way it tips. Repeat this several times.
If it falls to the same side each time, add weights to the lighter wing tip. To determine the amount of weight
needed, BB's or other small weights can be placed in a sandwich bag and set on the wing tip. Keep
repeating this until either: (a.) balance is achieved, or (b.) the model tips 50-50 to either side. Now that
you’re a balanced individual, go out and have a fun time.
See you at the field,
Dr. Phil

MARCH 2016

YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU! PLEASE VOLUNTEER!!

PAGE 5
!

M E R O K E R C C L U B E S T. 1 9 6 3

MEMBER -

s m ok e s i gn al s

Type to enter text

Locating CGs for Various Wings
Now that you have purchased that Titanic of the
the Sky at the swap meet, how do you
determine the proper CG before sending it up to
the gods to decide?
Chuck Cunningham
published an article in RCM in 1984 that is still
quite current for today's models either electric,
nitro or gas. For a really advanced calculator
go to:
http://adamone.rchomepage.com/cg_calc.htm
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Update Meroke R/C Club Building Program

Here is a CG TOOL made from
PVC pipes that Nelson Ramos
found on line and presented at
the Saturday February 13
Building Program. The unit is
very sturdy and portable in that
unless glued it comes apart
easily. I am including pictures
from Nelson of the CG TOOL in
use and what is needed if you
want to make one for yourself.

CG TOOL 3/4” PVC
STRAIGHT PIPES
4..….10”
2…….8”
4…….5”
6 ELBOWS
2 “T” FITTINGS
CG TOOL HARDWARE
2 CARRIAGE BOLTS
1/4” 20 X 41/2
4 NUTS
1/4 X 20
4 WASHERS 1/4 X 3/4

MARCH 2016

YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU! PLEASE VOLUNTEER!!

PAGE !7

M E R O K E R C C L U B E S T. 1 9 6 3
Type to enter text

s m ok e s i gn al s
ASK A MEROKE

A member inquired as to how to apply rivets and panel lines to a model.
There are several techniques that have been used over the years and
they vary by the amount of scale realism that is desired.
The easiest way is used a “sharpie” marker and a flexible ruler. Sharpies come in fine and extra fine
so the choice is up to you but generally the heavier the line the more visible it will be. The downside is
that the ink is not fuel proof so this techniques is great for electrics but a coat of fuel proofing is
required for nitro.
Another way is to buy chart tape from an art or drafting supply house. It comes in rolls of various
widths from 1/64” up. I find the 1/16” works well for general purpose use. You simply stick the tape
down where you want the lines to go. It comes in many colors and depending on the amount of
contrast you want, the lines may be subtle or cartoonish and stand-out.
Scale builders use various techniques for different parts of a glass and painted plane.
Rivets are usually applied to a sanded and primed model using a white glue and a toothpick to apply
the proper size of rivet and Druze depending on the scale.
Obviously larger scale planes take larger drops of glue. A
line is light drawn on the surface and rivets are applied
evenly spaced. The trick here is to make the same size
rivet as you go. There are commercial stencil products that
have pre-spaced holes and glue is wiped over the holes
and the stencil is then lifted.
Panel lines are bit more complicated. I use chart tape on a
sanded, primed surface and then apply the rivets. The
model is then primed again and you may elect to remove
the chart tape or leave it on for raised panels. After tape is
removed, the plane is lightly painted and the “panel lines”
are revealed. Some modelers spray the plane with silver
paint prior to applying the chart tape so that after painting,
removing the tape exposes new aluminum panel lines.
Another technique is to use masking tape on only one or
two parts of the panel and then spraying extra primer on that portion of the panel. The tape is then
removed leaving a raised panel line.
If you don’t wish to glass the balsa, I’ve found some of these ideas work right over scuffed plastic iron
on covering. Experiment and have fun.
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I found this on Linked IN
This photograph was taken by a soldier
in Afghanistan during a rescue mission.
The pilot is a PA National guardsman
whose regular job is an EMT helicopter
pilot. How many pilots do you know can
set the back end of a helicopter down on
a shack, in a steep mountain cliff while
allowing soldiers to load wounded
comrades in the rear. Kudos to all
reserve and national guard citizen
soldiers and the civilian employers who
support them!

Land Like a Pro

Article thanks to Phil Friedensohn who found it in
We’ve all heard the old adage, Takeoffs are optional; landings are mandatory. Bringing
a plane back to the ground safely is a pilot’s top goal. Unfortunately, one of the hardest
maneuvers for an RC airplane to perform is the landing, and it is the first one that we
pilots must learn to perfect to keep our models intact. How should you get started?
Read through these tips, and then go to the field and practice!

FIRST THINGS FIRST
To ensure a good landing, the first thing you have to do is trim out the plane so that it
flies with a predictable sink rate at slow speeds. If you cannot slow down the model,
you have no hope of ever making a successful landing. Start at a relatively safe
altitude, and bring the throttle stick back so that the engine slows down and the plane
begins to lose altitude. You will have to feed in some up-elevator to increase the
plane’s level angle of attack. If you continue to feed in up-elevator, the plane will eventually enter a stalled condition and will
either drop a wing or fall forward. Practice entering and exiting this stall speed so that you know the speed at which the plane
will travel before it enters the stall. Now you know your plane’s slowest
speed; this is the speed you want just before touchdown. Knowing
how to control your plane’s speed so that it can fly with a predictable
sink rate and land at the slowest possible speed is the first step
toward perfecting your landing. A good landing starts out with a good
landing traffic pattern. Start your landing pattern by entering the
crosswind leg and then turn into the downwind leg. Turn into the base
leg, start your descent and then set up your final approach. All your
turns should be 90 degrees.
LANDING PATTERN
Using a landing pattern contributes to your touchdown’s
perfection; emulate the same landing pattern that full-size aircraft use.
Start by traveling into the wind and away from you. Your landing
pattern will have a rectangular shape with four distinct 90-degree
turns.
To see this full article go to
http://www.modelairplanenews.com/newsletter/?nid=242655#utm_source
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