Funding the Safety Bench
The materials for each bench only cost about $38* in our area. You can attempt to get a discount or donation from your local building suppliers. Money can be raised by donations from club members, a raffle or a donation can at the field.

We employed all of the above methods and the net result was we had raised enough money and materials to pay for approximately 50% of the material costs. This is a great result and it was due to a great many club members who got involved in the various aspects of obtaining these donations.

We first built one bench and put it at the field for all the fliers to see and try out. Let me point out that our field is not used exclusively by our club .there are three clubs that use the field as well as a great number of independent fliers. Our field has 2 runways to accommodate the wind direction and a lot of flyers can be present at times .Our plan was to build about 25 benches .We built 5 at a time and put them at the field as they were completed. Appreciation grew as we added them and the fliers were very generous when one of our club members passed the can around. We solicited contributions at our club meetings as well. Some members wanted to contribute because they were not on the construction crew.
You might ask if any one in the membership wanted to contribute the money for a bench on his own .As an incentive to do that the bench could be marked with them as the contributor. We also marked some of our benches with the contributing store as their contributor. 

Consider asking for contributions to build a bench as a memorial to a past comrade. You could put their name on the bench.

 The major contributor was the Huge Lowes and Home Depot lumber/hardware stores located in our area. We have 1 Lowes and 5 Home Depot stores within about a 5 mile radius. We sent out our best salesman to these stores with a material list and a truck. We were very successful when we spoke directly to the individual store manager; it seems that each store manager has the authority to donate a certain amount of material in a monthly period. It is completely at his discretion. One of the store managers said he was sorry but he had given away his quota for the month but if we came back next month he would put us on the top of the list. We did so and we were given so much material that we had to stop taking it because it was overloading the truck. Some of the managers did not give us the materials free but chose to give us a huge discount like 50% or 70%.
In our asking for contributions we pointed out that we are a long standing organization in the community and we do some charitable work with people with disabilities and children. We have a youth model building program which includes flight instructions .We have several disabled people as well who participate in model aviation. The field Safety Benches that we wanted to build added a great degree of safety to our efforts.
* This is the costs of material at the time of building and funding of our club project spring of 2002 in the long Island, New York area. Naturally cost change with time and locality.

For further in formation contact the designer Charlie Meyer  at  CMeyer2474@aol.com  mark all e-mails Subject : Safety Bench.
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